174 Biead Bill.

Hox. G. RANDELL (Metropolitan):

TASSEMBLY .

I have only one or two words tosay. T -

believe a wotion will be made for the
adjournment of the debate, and I think
quite rightly, so that members may have
some farther time to consider this Bill
and compare it with similar weasures of
other countries. I have npot had an
opportunity of comparing it with the
English and the Victorian Acts, but
there were in the Bill of last session one
or two clauses which to my mind were
not s plain and clear as the corresponding
clauses in those statutes. These way
have been amended in this draft, though
I cannot ascertain that without reading it
through. I think a construction could be
placed on Clause 10 which certainly is
not intended; that is, it may be made
applicable to private houses: * No person
shall, for the purpose of human con-
sumption, sell or purchase, or have on
his premises, any impure, unsound, or
unwholesome flour.”

TeE CoLoNTAL SECRETARY: Insertthe
words * for sale’’ after ' premises.”

Hon. G. RANDELL: I wish also to
point out that some of the subclauses of
Clauze 12 apply not only to the baker,
the confectioner, and the seller of bread,
but to the miller also. Perhaps Mr.
Piesse will take note of that. As to the
carrying of scales, I voted for that last

sesgion, aod think it right that the carter

should carry scales to weigh the bread if
the purchaser so desires. I do not feel

Tnemployed.

to be protected against bad food, and
" knowinyg as we do that in other countries
bakers will give short weight and sell
inferjor bread, though this never happens
in Western Awustralia, I presume we
have a right as far as possible to protect
the public. I think it our duty to pro-
tect them against dishonest tradesmen.
Reserving to myself the right of consider-
ing and seeking to alter some of the
clauses when passing through Committee,
I agree with the principle of the Bill.

On motion by the Hown. A. G. JENEINS,

' debate adjourned until the next sitting.

strongly about the reinsertion of the '

word * wilfully” in Clause 14; but that
was added by this House last session,
after a long discussion and consider-
able argument.  As to Sunday labour, I

am quite in accord with Clause 16 as it |
oue hon. member

stands. However,
moved last session that the hour men-
tioned should be five o'cloek, and I think

he gave some fairly good reasons for his

action, which T believe was the result of
a. conference be had with some of the
bakers of Perth. However. it is a small
matter whether bakers must wait till
5p.m. or till 7 p.m. before being allowed
to bake bread on Sundays. T see they

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 7-56 o'clock,
until tbe next day.

Legislative Fssembly,
Tuesday, 28th July, 1903.
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Tue SPEAKER took the Chair at
4:30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

! QUESTION—PREMIER’S STATEMENTS,

are permitted to prepare the bread by .

mixing the veast, and so on, hefore 7 p.m.
Perhaps the Bill is needed. 1 am not
much in favour of this class of legislation ;

world, and that the customer has a right

UNEMPLOYED LABOUR.

Mr. BATH (Hannans) gave potice
that he would ask the Premter the fol-
lowing question :—

1. Did the Premier make the following

remarks in his policy speech at the Town Hall
on July 3rd :—" The State clamoured on every

. g . ' hapd fi e d te work, and the
but seeing that it prevails all over the ; vesent difioalt we o tom

preeent difficulty was entirely temporary. He
would be sorry to think that there was not,



Questions.

room here for ¢very man who was prepared to
work herd for his living."”” 2. If so, will he
have explicit information of the portions of
the State so clamonring furnished to the
Government Labour Bureaus in the districts
where the unemployed are clamouring for
works ?

Tee PREMIER said: I can answer
the question at once. I made the state-
ments; and if the hon. member will
come along I will give him a map of
Western Australia, which will answer the
second part of hie question.

QUESTION—ESPERANCE RAILWAY
SURVEY.

M=r. JACOBY, on bebalf of Mr,
Thomas, asked the Premier: Whether he
would give instruetions for the survey of
the proposed Goldficlds-Esperance Rail.
way to be pushed on more rapidly, in
order that the report might be available
before the present Parliament ends.

Tee PREMIER replied: The survey
will, at the present rate of progress, be
completed probably in January next. By
putting on an additional survey party,
however, it could be completed by next
November, but the additional expense
would be out of proportion to the small
saving of thne.

QUESTION—GOLDF!ELDS RAILWAY
SLEEPERS, REFLACING.

M=r. TEESDALE SMITH asked the
Minister for Railways: 1, Whether the
Minister's attention had been drawnto a
paragraph which appeared in the Morning
Herald baving reference to the rei)lacing
of sleepers on the KEastern Goldfields
Railway. 2, Whether the Government
would request the Royal Commission on
Forestry to examine into the condition of
the rejected sleepers, with a view to
ascortaining whether the expense involved
in re-sleepering was justified, and, if so,
ascertaining the canse of the sleepers
becoming useless.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied : Yes.

QUESTION—LAND BE-PURCHASES
NEAR ARRINO.

Me. TAYLOR, on behali of Mr. Stone,
asked the Minister of Lands: 1, What
land the (overnment had purchased in
the vicinity of Arrino. 2, From whom
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it had been purchased. 3, What was
the amount of the purchase money. 4,
What was the land purchased for. s,
Whether the Government had any land
in the vicinity.

Tee MINISTER FOR LANDS
replied: 1, 12,000 acres to the South
and East of Yandanooka. 2, W. B.
Gordon. 3, £4,800, being the amount
recommended by the Tands Purchasze
Board after personal examination. 4,
Subdivision and sale under the Agri-
cultural Land Purchase Act. 5, No
land suitable for agriculture.

QUESTION—RAILWAY STATION,
CLAREMONT.

Me. FOULKES asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Whether the construc-
tion of a railway station in the vicinity
of Congdon Street, Claremont, would be
commenced on the 1st day of August
next. 2, What had been the reason for
the delay in such construction.

Tae MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
replied, as follows: 1, Arrangements in
connection with this work are proceeding,
and it is expected that a start will be
wade next month. 2, August was the
date contemplated.

QUESTION—NORTHAM REQUIRE-
MENTS, BUILDINGS.

Me. JACOBY, on behalf of Mr.
Throssell, asked the Minister for Works
and Railways: 1, Whether it was the
intention of the Government to make
provision for the erection of a refresh-
men? room at the West Northam railway
station. 2, Whether it was intended to
provide for the erection of Magistrate's
Quarters at Northam, as promised some
time ago.

Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS AND
RAILWAYS replied: 1, For some time
past the Commissioner has been endea-
vouring to provide one of the existing
rooms at this station for the purpose of
a refreshment room, but one cannot at
present be spared. The railway dining
cars will shortly arrive and if, after their
advent, there exists a necessity for a
refreshment room at West Northam
Station, the question will be again con-
sidered. 2, The matter is under con-
sideration,



176 Opposition,

QUESTION—LEGAL PRACTITIONERS,
LEGISLATION.

Me. HIGHAM asked the Attorney
General : Whether it was his intention
to introduce, this session, a Bill to amend
the Legal Practitioners Act, as promised
last year.

Ter ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
Tf time permits, the Government propose
to do so this session ; if not, the matter
will be dealt with during the next
gession.

QUESTION—-LIQUOR INSPECTION.

Mr. HIGHAM asked the Colonial
Treasurer : Referring to answer to Ques-
tion 7tk Oetober, 1902 (wide page 1404
of Hansard, 1902), 1, What steps had
been taken to provide proper inspection
of liquor sold in licensed premises. 2,
How many, if any, officers had been
appointed. 3, The number of informa-
tions laid during the twelve wmonths
espiring 80th June, 1903. 4, The num-
ber of convictions secured during the
same period.
Tue TREASURER replied : 1, Inspec-
tors have been appointed throughout the
State to safeguard public interests. 2z,
Eighteen. 3, Nil. 4, Nil.

JOINT SITTING OF HOUSES, ARRANGE-
MENTS.

Mz. SPEAKER informed the House
that, in accordance with the Standing
Orders passed by both Houses of Parlia-
ment, arrangements had been concluded
whereby a joint meeting of the Legislative
Couneil and the Legislative Assembly
would be held at Government House on
Wednesday, 29th July, at 445 pm,, for
the purpose of electing a Senator to the
Federal Parliament in the place of Mr.
Norman Kirkwood Ewing, resigned.

ASSENT TO BILIL.
Message from the Governor received
and read, assenting to Supply Bill,
£1,000,000.

OPPOSITION LEADERSHIP.

Mz. S. C. PIGOTT (West Kimberley):
Sir, Having been elected hy gentlemen
gitting on this (Opposition) side of the
House to the position T now occupy, I
mention this in order to ask the House to
give me every consideration.

[ASSEMBLY.

' from the Minister's decision,

Address-in- Reply.

I Tee PREMIER (Hon. Walter Janes):
I desire to offer my friend my hearty
congratulations. It would be ungenerous
of me to wish bim a long and successful
career, and perhaps it would be self-con-
tradictory. I will, in the most un-
qualified manner, wish him the support
of the combined body of men sitting on
that side of the House, so that whenever
& question ¢rops up we may know what
is the strength of parties, and be able to
distinguish by the expression of pnn.
ciples which aide of the House represents
democracy, and which side represents
stagnation.

ADDRESS-IN.REPLY.
FOURTH DAY OF DEBATE.

Resumed from the previous Thursday.

Mr. H DAGLISH (Subjaco): In
rising to say a few words in regard to
the Address-in-Reply, I have pleasurs
in expressing my personal joy at
the fact thut you, sir, are aguin
presiding over our deliberations, and
I hope we shall long have the honovr of
gitting under your presidency, I have
pleasure likewise in congratulating my
friend the hon. member for Boulder
(Hon. J. M. Hopkins) on his accession
to the office he now holds, and I am sure
very many in this House feel that the
Ministry bas been strengthened by the
inclusion of that hon. member 1n its
ranks. While offering these congratula-
tions, I cannot refrain from expressing
regret, in relation to a recent Ministerial
action which involved inquiry into the
working of an tmportant public depart-
ment, that the hon. gentleman conducted
the inquiry in private, I think it is
much to be regretted that his investiga-
tion into the working of the Stock
Department and the complaints made
againgt it by a business firm in this
city was not made under the eyes of
the Press, s0 that the public as well as
members of this House might have an
opportunity of carefully following that
inquiry step by step, in order that their
judgment might either confirm or dissent
I would

like alse to take exception—perhaps I
" should hardly say “like to do it”—
. I must take exception to the attitude of

the member for Wellington (Mr. Tees-
| dale Smith) in his remarks on the
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Address, so far as those remarks related '

to the Commissioner of Railways.
hon. member may or may not, as a
gentleman representing an important
business combination, have sowe caunse of
complaint against the Railway Depart-
ment. If he has such complaint it
ought, in my opinion, to be laid before
the Minister in charge of the departinent,
who is responsible to this House for its
administration, If the Minister fails to
take action, either in the direction of
inquiry or by farther action if farther
action be demanded regarding the com-
plaints, it seems to e that then
would be the time to bring the
matter before Parliament. But in any
case, I doubt the propriety of a member
importing private business concerns into
this House, where he oceupies a seat for
the purpose not of representing a business
firin, but of expressing the will of the
electors who sent him here, I shall
always deprecate the introduction of
what way be called “shop” topics into
the House by any member. It seems to
me thatthe most important consideration
which will come before us during this
session is the relation of the two Houses
to one another, and I am afraid that in
the paat we bave been inclined frequently
to shirk this question. The consequence
of our shirking it is simply that we have
lost a large amount of power which this
Chamber undoubtedly should possess,
and have allowed another place to be
absolutely dominant in Western Aus.
tralia. During last session there were
many measuares introduced to the As-
semnbly, and time after time when those
measures were vnder discussion, if a
member ventured to bring forward pro-
posals that very likely had the assent of
the majority of members of this Chamber,
he wuas requested to abandon them
because they might not suit the views of
members of another place. We have in
this Assembly followed the principle of
peace-at-any-price, and I am sorry to say
it has been an absolutely disastrous
policy. We made sacrifices of all sorts
in the Electoral Bill, in the Constitution
Amenduent Bill, and in the Factories
Bill, to another place, and we simply

The |
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work was simply allowed to be absolutely
wuated, and it will have to be begun again
this session. We huve already had one
discussion during this session in which
again the ery, that we must not express
our opinion if it differs from that of

* another place, hns been raised, and I wish

- now to protest against this House allow-

ing itself to be absolutely ignored; against
its slavish consideration, for I can use
no other term to describe it, its
slavish consideration for the will of

- another place, and its utter disregard

found, as the result, that after weeks of |

labour the members of this House were
treated without the slightest consider-
ation by members of another place. Our

very frequently, in considering another
place, of the wishes of the electors whom
this House is supposed to represent.
I hope that a more manly spirit will
pervade the Chamber during this session,
and I trust that the rejected measures of
last session when re-introduced will be
found stronger and more pronounced in
their various clavses than when they left
this Chamber last vear. If it should
prove otherwise, I trust that this House
will decide that the fullest demands of
the people of the State shall be met in
regard to those measures, irrespective of
the amount of consideration they may
get or what the form of their reception
may be, in another plave. Compromise
has been tried, and we find that com-
promise has absolutely failed. The motto
of another place has been for us ‘give,”
and for its own part “take.” We have
repeatedly given; we have gone much
farther than we ought ; and I hope that
the House will during the present session
stand absolutely on the fundamental
principles which the majority of its
members have been returned to advocate,
At all events I for one—and T believe the
party with which I am associated shares
my opinion-—am absolutely against any
farther compromise. If we pass measures
and tkey are rejected by another place
after we have given in them full ex-
pression to our views, then on another
place must rest the responsibility of
rejection. I wish to say a word or two
in regard to the position of parties in
this Chamber. Here again I regret that
personally I eannot regard the existing
state of affairs as satisfactory. We have
sitting on either side of the House mem-
bers whnse policies are practically iden-
tical. I douotthink there is anything in
their policies to prevent the most extreme
Ministerialist and the wiost extreme
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Oppositionist from amalgawating  or -
coalescing, if it should suit their purposes !
to do so. In fact, members on the Oppo-
sition and those on the Ministerial sides of
the House hold in the main identical
opinions respecting the various topics
which come before us. The leader of the
Opposition, in his recent speech, found
nothing to criticise in the policy of the
Government. Similarly, the Opposition
Whip was entirely able to indorse all the
Government proposals,

Mgr. Jacony: No; not altogether.

Mr. DAGLISH: There were minor
differences, but they were not so great as
the differences between the individual
opinions of members of the same Cabinet
frequently are. To my mind it is unfor-
tunate for Western Australia that there
should be this, I was going to say huppy
agreement, but T had better say unbappy
agreement, between the political opinions
of the two sides of the House; because
such agreement will not make for good
government or sound administration.
Moreover, such an agreement places the
Government —— .

Tae PrEmier: Surely that is far
better than to have too equal a balance
of parties, with a third party holding the
balance of power.

Mr. DAGLISH: I venture to think
that the best administration is got when
parties are fairly evenly balanced.

Memser: What about the third party,
then ¥

Me. DAGLISH : T have come to the
third party already. Possibly the hon,
member interjecting never will. If the
two parties are evenly balanced, then a
Ministry is very careful and critical in
regard to every action it takes, knowing
that its fate may be precipitated by a
single false move. At present, however,
the Government, with a large body of
followers behind and an ahnost equally
large body of followers facing them, arein
the position of knowing that wminor mis-
takes, and even a few gross mistakes,

[ASSEMBLY.]

~ Pigott.)

count for nothing, because of the fact that
the two sides together constitute so vast '
a majority that the Government position |
is absolutely impregnable.
regret that we cannot get here a return
to distinct party government. i

Mg. Jacony: 1 thought you were sup- '
porting the Government,

I greatly 5

Fourth day.

Mg. DAGLISH: T have never yet
posed a3 a Government sapporter, and I
do not intend. T have posed as an inde-
pendent member, und as & member of un
independent party. I greatly regret that
an opportunity was not afforded this
party to fulfil the functions which so far
have not been fulfilled in this Honse—
the functions of a direct Qpposition, an
Opposition which would carefully criti-
cise and examine every propesal brought
forward by the Government, and likewise
every act of administration requiring
eriticism or examination.

Mg. Jacowy: You refused the opper-
tunity.

Mgr. DAGLISH: Tbis party at the
present time is quite willing to take up
the functions of an Opposition if occasion
offer. The party is quite willing at any
time to do so, and thereby furnish the
State with a system of direct party
government.

Me. JacoBy: What opportunity are
you looking for ?

Mr. DAGLISH: I have fairly ex.
pressed my opinion on the matter, I
vegret the fact that whenever there is
danger of the Government losing a
division, even on trifling, unimportant
matters, there sbhould be a rush from the
Opposition side. So soon as the danger
is observed, there is an influx from the
one side of the House to the other, in
order that the Government may not be
defeated. This is more_ particularly the
case when proposals on which the Govern-
ment stand in danger of losing come from
this bench. Indeed, we now observe
an instance of the sort. No doubt the
Premier and the leader of the Opposition
are at the present mowment arranging that
this happy state of affairs may continue.
{The Premier then conferring with Mr.
I think, however, it would have
been more decent for thuse two members to
wait until my remarks, at all events on
this subject, have come to a pause. T
notice amongst the omissions from the
Governor’s Speech a reference to old age
peunsions. I may remind the Premier
that last session the House carried with-
out a division a motion instructing the
Government to bring forward somescheme
with the object of providing those pea-
sions at the earliest moment practicable.
That moment might have been expectad
by some of ug to arrive last session,
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Certainly 1 do not think there is any
reasonable excuse for omission during
this gession; and 1 hope that although
old age pensions are not on the pro-
gramnme it present, the Government will,
before the session expires, have matured
some scheme for the purpose of dealing
with the matter. Seemng that the House
is absolutely unanimous on the subject,
they need fear no difficulty in passing
such a measure, I think the House is
entitled to so much respect from the
Government as to demand the fulfilment
of the request which bas been made. In
this connection X had occasion, some two
vears ago, to draw attention to the con-
dition of the Women's Home, which then
was made a barbour for children of tender
years, many of whom had the misfortune
for a considerable period to listen to
language which was certainly unfit for
children to hear. That was remedied to
a great extent; but even at present, I
understand, children are occasionally
received and retained for some weeks in
that home, which is absolutely unsuitable
for the purpose. T hope the Premier
will find means of providing another
refuge in which children may be retained
until he is able to draft them to
whatever institution it may be intended
they should ultimately enter. In regard
to the Women’s Home, I should
farther like to point out that although a
home in name it is far from being
a home in any other sense. There
women who having lived respectable,
honest, bard-working lives and have come
to old age with absolutely no fault but
poverty, are compelled frequently to herd
with females of undesirable character,
whose language is indeed painful to any
respectable parson to listen to. Inmates
of the home are compelled to take their
" meals all together, and consequently the
two classes are compelled to associate
for some period during the day, at all
events. The discipline of the place,
too, 18 far from what it should be.
Those inmates who give way to babits of
drink have every opportunity of going
vut to get liquor, whereupon they return
in a state of intoxication, which fre-
quently resuits in abmsiveness. There is
a comparative lack of discipline in deal-
ing with inmates for such offences. 1
should like the Premier to look into the
whole matter, and see if he cannot make
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some provision by which those women
who are decent and respectable may be
placed where they shall have some chance
of happiness, or at all events of more
comfort, than they get in the existing
establishment. We owe this much at
least to those on whom misfortune hag
fallen or who have not been able toattain
s comfortable position in life. In regard
to local option, a motion was passed last
session affirming that before any new
licenses are granted, a poll should be
taken in each locality where such licenses
are sought, and that the decision of the
majority should be binding upon the
licensing bench. There is no mention of
local option in the Speech before us, and
T regret that this is a farther omission
from the Government programme. I do
not intend to labour this point, but T do
hope the Premier will fulfil the promise
given to the House last session by intro-
ducing a measure to deal with new
licenses, at all events. I am not pressing
for anythiog more than a measure dealing
with new licenses af the present juncture.
There may be some reason in the Premier’s
action, in withholding a Bill dealing with
the licensing question until after the
geneval election; bat if this session is
allowed to pass and nothing is done in
regard to new licenses, then probably
another period of three years will elapse
withont any provision of the sort being
placed on our statute-book, and during
that time the number of licensed houses
will go oun inereasing in every direction
in the State. The Premier should
therefore give us an opportunity of
referring to the people in the various
localities the question of grauting or
refusing new licenses, thereby giving the
opportunity of saying that if the people
in a particular locality are against the
granting of new licenses, no new licenses
shall be granted in that locality, or if
they want pew licenses to be granted in
a locality, they shall have the right of
saying that such licenses should be
granted. That is the only way to bring
about a satisfactory solution of the
present increase of licensed houses. In
regard to the amendment of the Licensing
Act, I should like to refer to the State
hotel at Gwalia. I am absolutely in
favour of the establishment of hotels
conducted by the State, und I have
watched with considerable interest (and a
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desire to support the steps the Govern-
ment have taken) the working of the
experiment at Gwalia; but as far as my
information goes, the Government have
not proceeded on right lines in that
instance. I believe the hotel at Gwalia
18 conducted on the same lines as a
private hotel would be, and that instead
of thiz State hotel being a place where
the consumption of liguor is discouraged,
I am told the consumption of liquor is
just as much encouraged there as in any
other hotel in the State,

Tae PrEmMier: In what way?

Mr. DAGLISH: I believe that exactly
the same facilities and the same temp-
tations for drinking are offered at
Gwalia as in any other hotel, and the
desire of the manager of that hotel
apparently is to make .it a good business
proposition, though I maintain that was
not the principle on which the experi-
ment was started. Therefore, I say that
if the State hotel at Gwalia is not to be
conducted differently from an ordinary
public-house, there is no advantage in
having « State-conducted hotel as com-
pared with an hotel conducied by any
private licensee. I consider that, as far
as possible, the element of profit should
he eliminated frown the sale of liquor in a
State hotel, and that there should be no
unnecessary inducement offered to any
customers to indulge unduly in drinking.

Mg. Jorwsoxw: What would you offer
them, tea and coffee ?

M=z. Tavior: What are the special
inducements offered ?

Mr. DAGLISH : Attructive surround-
ings; first a palatial building, I might
say unnecessarily over-furnished, together
with all the adjunets of the ordinary
hotel ave to be found there. I should
like to know if I am wrongly informed on
this matter.

Mg. TayLok:
formed.

Mzr. DAGLISH: I am glad to hear
it, but I cannot help regretting that the
Government have vefused to listen toa
proposal for appointing a board of advice
which should superintend the wanage-
ment of the State hotel, so that the
people of the State would be enabled to
know that the experiment of State
ownership was Deing tried on abso.

You are wrongly in-
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lutely fair and proper lines. My sug-
gestion would be a board of three
respectable citizens, one of whom at all
events should represent total abstainence,
one should be an ordinary business man,
and the Government should appoint some
respectable citizen as a third member,
say a public servant if need be. [Several
interjections.] I do not say this with
any desire to hamper or criticise the Gov-
ernment in this matter, but I do so with
the desire that any experiment made
towards arriving at a solution of the
liquor problem should be fairly carried
out, and I am sure members on both
sides of the House are desirous that this
experiment should be fairly conducted.
In regard to the settlement of people on
the land, I am glad to learn that a great
deal of progress is being made; but I
should be better pleased if some step had
been taken to settle the land on the
people. I am not satisfied that at pre-
sent the area under cultivation is any-
thing like in due propertion to the area
under alienation. The figures seem to
imply exactly the opposite. I find that
during the six months ending 30th June
of this year, under *conditional pur-
chases,” under * free homestead farms,”
and ‘ selectivns under Land Purchase
Act,” 829,060 acres were taken up;
while in Decewnber, 1902, the total land
alienated or in process of alienation for
purposes of cultivation was 2,038,913
acres, making a total of nearly two and
a-half million acres alienated or in pro-
cess of alienation up to the end of
June last. Turning to the head of
“ Land Settlement,” 1 observe that the
area under crop of various kinds in
the season 1902-3 did not exceed a
beggarly 228,118 acres, or a little more
than 10 per cent. of the land then
alienated or in process of alienation.
These figures seem to me to carry a con-
viction that a great deal of the land
alienated iz going into the hands of
private persons for speculative purposes;
and if is much to be regretted if we are
going into a policy of repurchasing large
estutes in order to take land from one
private owner and hand it over as quickly
as possible to another private owner. Tt
would be more statesmanlike if we had
some systemn of getting our land utilised
on the leasehold plan—perpetual lease-
hold if necessary--and to make the hold-
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ing conditional on its being improved;

charging no rent, if necessary, for the
first year or two while preliminary opera-
ttons were being catried out. At present
our one idea seems to be to alienate our
land as fast as we can possibly do it. It
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to a large extent improve private holdings,
unless we get some compensation from the
private owners. I do not think railways

" should be built through alienated land

ig proposed from time to time to build .

railways in order to basten the alienation
of Crown lands. I should like to see
the Crown lands put to their fullest
use, and I should like to see our
agricultural industry, the largest per-
manent industry in the State, brought
to the highest condition of progress and
development; but I do not think this
rapid alienation of the Crown estate is
at all essential to the progress of our
agricultural industry. In regard to the
construction of new railways, 1 observe
that several are contemplated. Amongst
these we bave special reference to & line
to be built from Collie to the Great

Southern Railway, alsc a line from Fre- |

mantle to connect with the South-Western
Railway.
told, will open up a large area of agri-
caultural country; but, az far as my
inquiries go, the great bulk of the land
that will be passed through by the rail-
way from Collie to the Great Southern
line is already alienated.

Tae Mimvisree ror Lavps:
not so.

Tee PrEMIER: You are wrong.

Mr. DAGLISH : Of course if I differ
from the Prewmier, I always am wrong;
but I venture to criticise all the same.
Until we have a very much larger pro-
portion of the land already taken up put
to practical use than iz the case at present,
there is no necessity to extend our agri-
cultural milways.

MemBER : Not on the Pinjarra route.

That is

Mgz. DAGLISH: I don’t care which,

route is taken.

Tae PrEmMiEr: You do not believe in
building railways until all the land along
the route is alienated ?

Mz, DAGLISH: 1 do not believe
in building agricultural railways for
the purpose of alienating Crown lands.
T want to prevent you from sel
ling the land at all. I would like to
see railways built through the Crown
estate, and that estate retained by
the Crown ; but I do not think it is right
that we should build railways which will

These two railways, we are ,

e e e e —— —— -

until we get some form of the betterment
principle adopted; and I am not in
favour of building branch agrieultural
lines to serve the interests of private
owners under such circumstances as exist
in the Great Southern Railway district,
while large districts in many other parts of
the State are without any railway at all.
‘When we have eonstructed our main
railways, then it will be time enough to
build eockspur lines. The same remarks
apply to the proposed line from Fre-
mantle to junction with the South.
Western Railway. 1 bave not heard any
justification particularly for the Jandakot
line. Even the suggestion that it will
enable people at Jandakot to get cheap
road-metal for making roads in their dis-
trict is not a sufficient justification, In
regard to the Morgans-to-Laverton line,
I do not think there can be two opinions
in this House. That extension is abso.
lutely essential to the progress of our
mining industry in that district; and T
venture to think thal the Port Hedland
to Pilbarra Railway is well worthy of
consideration. Thave not sufficient infor-
mation to enable me to speak positively,
but I do think that if the country likely
to be opened up by that railway is
half as good as it is represented to
be by many persons who are old resi-
dents there, that district deserves as well
as requires railway facilities. In regard
to improving the Bunbury harbour for
facilitating the shipping of timber, this
House may well wait till it has the
report of the Timber Commission before
it, in order that members may be in pos-
sesgion of all the facts in regard to the
timber indostry, and be enabled to judge
fairly as to the length of time that
industry is likely to live. The fact that
the Bunbury harbour so far has Dbeen a
paying proposition in no way proves that
the very large expenditure suggested by
the Government would return interest
and sinking fund on the principal to be
expended. I should like to have seen some
assurance that the Municipal Institutions
Act will be amepded. Last session the
Rouds Act was dealt with, and ap amend-
ment made which provided the option of
a new form of valuation for rating pur-
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oses. That new method has bheen
argely availed of, and in fact it is sig-

nificant that those districts where the

keenest opposition was expected to the
new principle of rating on unimproved
land values have been the first to jump
at the opportunity of using that alterna-
tive mode of valuation. Throughout the
agricultural districts unimproved land
valuation has been adopted, and also I
am glad to see it has been adopted by
the Perth Roads Board. I helieve that
if the same principle is made avail-
able in the municipalities by amend-
ment of the Aect, the same anxiety to
adopt it will be seen on their part,
and that a great benefit will accrue to the
ordinary citizens of a municipality, to the
man who invests his money by improving
the various districts by building, as
against the man who simply holds land
for speculative purposes. I notice by the

Premier's policy speech he intends to
alter' the allocation of the municipal
subsidy, and that his proposition is to
subsidise municipalities in accordance
with the rate at which they tax them-
selves. This is to my mind a very
praiseworthy departure, and one which T
hope the Premier will persist in, At the
same fime, it is a departure which needs
to be entered upon with some degree of
caution, for the reason that whilst the
Muaicipal Act lays down the precise mode
of valuation on whick the taxation is
based, that Act is continually evaded,
even in the principal city here, the city of
Perth itgelf. The rules laid down by the
Municipal Act with regard to making
valuations are absolutely ignored. The
consequence of this is that Perth, by
making lower valuations than it is
entitled to do under the Act, is charging,
in order to receive its revenue, a nominally
higher rate than it should; that is, it
makes valnations low and its rate high
for the purpose of simply cheating the
Waterworks Board out of u certain share

of the money to which it 1sentitled. The

Waterworks Board levies a rate of ls. in

the £ on properties under its jurisdiction.

It is bound to accept the values made

by the various municipalities which it

gnpplies with water. Therefore, if the
municipalities make an unfairly low
valuation, the Waterworks Board receives
less than it should, whereas if the wmuni-
cipalities make fair values the board
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receives its fair proportion of rate from
them, The city of Perth has deliberately,
as far as I am able to judge, kept ite
valuations low for the purpose of enabling
its ratepayers to pay less than their
fair proportion towards the funds of
the Metropolitan Waterworks Board.
The effect of this is that those persoms
who buy water by meter for lifts and
other purposes, and those who live in
municipalities outside the city of Perth,
are paying higher for their water than
they should, in order that Perth may
contibue to pay less than its share. I
think that the Government, when it is
deciding upon its subsidy, will bave to
see that the valuations, which are the
basis of the rate, are first of all fair, or
else it will be absolutely wisled when
it adopts the rating system. I will just
give one illustration in support of the
argument, which T may possibly not have
made altogether clear. A certain pro-
perty holder, who is likewise a mewmber
of Parliament, has two houses, one being
in Perth and the other in Subiaco. They
are both valued under the same Mumi-
cipal Act, which lays down a distinct
principle to guide the valuator. The
house in Perth is let at £2 a week, and
that in Subiaco at £1 7s. 6d. a week.
The valuation, therefore, of the Subiaco
house should be very considerably under
that of the Perth house, as rent value is
the basis of valuation according to the
Municipal Act. As a matter of fact the
house which produces £2 a week 1is
valued in Perth at £40 a year, and the
house which producea £1 7s. 6d. a week
in Subiaco is valued at £45 a year. The
occupier of the house which is let for
£2 a week pays less for water than the
oceupier of the house in Subiaco which
is let at £1 7s. 6d. This is an indica-
tion how the Minister may be misled, if
he merely takes the rate in the pound
without going into the question whether
the valuations have been made fairly in
accordance with the provisions of the
Act. [Interjection.] The municipal rate
which is required to bring in sufficient to
meet the annual estimates has to be
correspondingly high as the municipal
valnation is low. I may say that another
instance was furnished by a ratepayer
who appealed.

Mz. Fourkes: They think they pay
enough.



Address-in-Reply :

Me. DAGLTSH : Whether they think
they are paying quite sufficient or net,
the man who is paying by meter iz got
at every time under that system, and the
municipalities who are drawing water
under the same conditions and making
fair valuations are likewise got at every
time. With regard ilo another matter,
which has now passed to the control of
the
influx of Asiaties, I should like the Gov-
ernment to make some inguiry. I observe
that during the present yeur 126 Asiatica
have arvived each month, while about 36
bave departed, the result being that in
the five months which have elapsed we
have bad an inerease of 450to our Asiatic
population.
Minister to make some ingniries inte
that subject with a view of finding out
how it is possible, that this can happen,
if the Immigrativn Act is being efficienily
administered.

Mr. Pigorr: Are you sure of your
figures.

Mr. DAGLISH: No,Iam not. T took
them from an abstract of the Statistical
Department. I should like the Premier,
it he will, to make some inqguiry to
agcertain beyond question whether that
is the case. On that question, too, 1
may refer to the fact that these statisties,
thongh very useful as far as they go,
do not seem to me to be Dbrought
up to date, or as mnear to date as
it should be possible to have them.
Very often if one looks up statistics on
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Federal Government, that is the |

I should certainly like the |

any question he is compelled to handle .

what are after all but second-band, some

year or two in many instances behind the ,

time. 1t is absolutely essential, if we
are to get the value of our Statistical

Department, to have a sufficient staff to -

keep the statistics up to date. In some
instances of course, like land settlement
and that sort of thing, where there is no
oggibility of delay, where the various
Separtments furnish all the information
to the Statistical Department, the infor-
mation is available promptly; but the
great bulk of our statistics are woe-
fully behindhand, and I should like
the Government to find out whether
they can do something to make them

available wuch earlier than they have

been in the past. I note without sur-
prise that the Government ounly purpose
to partially adopt the report of the
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Public Bervice Commission. I do not
kuow whether it will be pecessary to
appoint a second commission to decide
what suggestions shall be adopted and
what shall not. I pather from the
Governor’s Speech that the whole of the
recommendations are not to be adopted
by the Government, but ounly such as are
strictly applicable to local encumstaunces.
With regard to this matter, I think still,
as I have thought before, that the Gov-
ernment itself might have made sume
investigation which would have served
the same purpose and have saved u great
wagte of public money. But at the same
time I hope that if there are to be any
reductions in the staffs of the various
departments, the Goverament will be very
slow in turning men adrift at a moment’s
notice, especially men who are unlikely
to find other openings very quickly in this
State. I know that at the present time
there are working in the Government
Savinga Bank, at 6s. or 7s. a day, men
who are skilled accountants. I was
assured by the Treasurer that there are
a number of these men doing compara-
tively subordinate work; men who have
the very highest credentials as accoun.
tants. These men and others following
clerical work as a means of livelibhood
way find it very difficult indeed to get
positions at o moment’s notice. I hope
the Government will not turn a large
number of them adrift at once, because if
they do so it simply means that there will
be a large rush from the State imwmedi-
alely afterwards, and the condition will
practically be the same as it was in 1899,
when Sir John Forrest wiped off the
deficiency in the course of 12 months by
simply dispensing with un ¢normous
number of hands from the public service,
the upshot of it being o general loss of
confidence all round, I think thut the
Government might well extend its -
retrenchment over a fair period of time
by refusing to fill vacancies. If they
adopt the policy of at once weeding ount

. a large number of public servants, then

the putting-in process will begin again
immediately, It did begin again immedi-
ately in 1899.

M. Tavror: It is still going on.

Me. DAGLISH: We find the result
in the report of the Public Service Com-
mission. I hope that when vacancies
occur in one department which is under-
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manned, the Government will fill them by

transferring officers from an overmanned
department.
high value the Commission placed on the
services of the chairman of the Board of
Public Health. I thought it was one of
the most valuable features in the report
of the Commission-—the unanimity with
which the Commission recommended
that the salary of that officer should be
raised, and I think it is more gratifying
to find that during the past few years we
have had a gentleman filling such an im-
portant position at far less than its
value, if we accept the report and the
assessment of the Public Service Com-
migsion. With regard to the question of
hospitals, it is proposed by the (Govern-
ment to institute some system of local
taxation,
this will be, and perhaps it is premature
to refer to the subject at all. I should
like, however, to put on record my belief
that the hospituls should be kept up at the
expense of the public purse,
every district where a hospital is ecessary
should be provided with one without
any local charge whatever, Hospitals
are a class of institution which should be
kept up at the cost of the whole popula-
lation: I do not care whether they exist
in Perth or in any other part of the
Btate. I likewise object, and strongly
object, to what are called charity move.
ments, which consist very often in send-
ing young girls — I was going to say
possibly old girls in same cases—out
into the streets to beg the various passers-
by to give something for the benefit of
charity. I think the charities of the
State should be conducted by the State
itself, and that if there is in the State
sufficient mouey, as undoubtedly is the
case, to provide for them, it is much
better that the cost shonld be taken from
the whole of the State than that any
of it should be raised by what are called
collections, but what very often amounts

I was very glad to see the -

I do not know what system

Ithink that !

to absolute demands made upon private -

individuals.
a Session which will be pleasing to our-
selves and above all useful to the State,
and that members of the House will be
able to work in harmony one with
the other, yet without any sacrifice of
principle at any time on cither side.
Hox. F. H. PIESSE (Williams): I
juin with other members in congratulat-

I hope that we shall have :
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ing the- State on the appointment of
Admiral Sir Frederick Bedford to the
high position of Governor. Notwith-
standiug occasional expressions of opinion
that the position of Governor is not a
necessity, I (rust that during the whole
of my lifetime I shall not see a departure
from the system which now obtains. T
re-echo the sentiments expressed in regard
to yourself, Mr. Speaker, and I am indeed
pleased to see you again take up that
position in this House which you have so
long and so honourably filled. In common
with other members, I trust that you
may long be spared to enjoy good health
and to preside over the Dbusiness of this
Chamber. Although many martters are
tonched on in the Speech which ~ His
Exzcellency has been pleased to deliver,
there are others which have not received
notice. To-day I shall content myselt
with briefly referring to the omissions,
but even at tbe risk of taking up a little
of the time of the House I shall have to
deal with wmatters which have been
touched on. In spite of the objections
raised against allusion to the important
question of closer trade relations with
the mother country, I will say that] am
indeed pleased that the matter has been
ratsed ; because I consider that o great
deal depends vpon the foture connection
of Great Britain with bher colenies. In
my opiniow, closer trade relutions between
the mother country and the colonies will
prove a success. The question is not
altogether a new one, for it has undoubt-
edly received in the past the earnest
attention of men who take a deep interest
in the welfare of the Ewpire. In this
connection T may refer to certain remarks
made by the Right Honourable Joseph
Chawberlain six or seven years ago.
Even at that time he caused some measure
of public attention to be directed to the
question of trade relations between Great
Britain and her colonies. Tt may be
well to quote an extract from u speech
made by the right honourable gentle-
man on the Gth June, 1896, at a
congress of chambers of commerce of the
Empire, held in Loadon :—

No one nowadays, in this country or outaide
of it, denies the enormous benefit it would be
to the British race throwghout the Empire if
we could arrange some union which would
lead to closer relations, and which wonld
retain within the Empire, and for the benefit
of the Empire, the trade and the subjrcts now
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diverted to foreign lands; but up fo the
present time we have not been agreed as to
the methods by which this object may be
reached. . -+ . I admit that, if T
understand it correctly, I find the gerws of
such a propesal in a resolution which is to be
gubmitted to you on behalf of the Toronto
Board of Trade. What is that resolution ?
Again I say I hope that I am correctly
explaining it. That resolution [ understand
to be one for the creation of a British Zoll-
verein or Customs Union, and would establish
at once practically free-trade throughout the
Brilish Empire, but would leave the separate
contracting parties free to malke their own
arrangements with regard to duties on foreign
goods, except that this is an essential condi-
tion of the proposal, that Great Britain shall
consent to place moderate duties upon certain
articles which are of large production in the
colonies. Now, if I have rightly understood
it, these articles would comprise corn, meaf,
wool, and sugar, and perhaps other articles of
enormons consumption in this country, which
are at present largely produced in the colounies
and wholly produced by British labour. On
the other hand, as I have said, the colonies,
while maintaining their duties upon foreign
importations, would agree to a free interchange
of commodities with the rest of the Empire,
and would cease to place protective duties on
sny product of British labour. That is the
pricciple of the German Zollverein, that is the
principle which underlies federation in the
United States of America; and I do not doubt
for a moment that if it were adopted it would
be the strongest bond of union between the
British race throughout the world. Isay that
auch a proposal as that might commend itself
even to an orthodox free-trader. It would be
the greatest advance that free-trade has ever
mede sinee it was first advocated by Mr.
Cobden, since it would extend its doctrines
permanently to more than 300,000,000 of the
buman race, and to communities many of
which are the most prosperous, the most
thriving, and the most rapidly increasing in
the world; and, on the other band, it would
open up to the colonies an almost unlimited
market for their agricultural and other pro-
ductions.

Those words show that this great question
had been sericusly thought out. Since
then it has beer found that the German
race, with its wonderful enterprise, has
endeavoured to wrest from Great Britain
the trade which properly belongs to her;
and the United Stutes of America have
wmade a similar attempt. Accordingly,
those who take an iuterest in the well-
being of the British Empire, recognising
the necessity for the supremacy of Great
Britain, consider it their duty to examine
carefully into the question of closer trade
relationg. The matter certainly opens
up many avenues for thought, and no
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doubt it is beset with numerous diffi-
culties. The adoption of such a system
as that indicated will probably convulse
the British communities; even more so,
perbaps, than the introduction of the
Reform Bill in Cobden’s days. Yet we
must fuce the question, and I take it that
when an answer is arrived at the result
will be to the advantage of Britain and
her colonies, and will tend to the firmer
consolidation of the Empire. No deubt the
subject of railway communication between
Waestern Australia and the Eastern States
should receive attention at the hands
of the Government, yet I certainly con-
sider that it is premature to ask this
Parliament to consider a Bill providing
for the construction of any portion of
that railway. I am not surprised at the
oppogition shown by our South Australian
friends towards the construction of the
Transcontinental Railway. Sir John
Forrest, in speaking on this subject in
the Commonwealth Parliament a few
weeks ago, alluded to a remark T made
here in 1899, being interviewed on my
return from Adelaide. At that time I
expressed the opinion, based on remarks
made to me by prominent South Aus-
tralians, that Western Australia was not
likely to obtain so much support from
the mneighbouring State as Sir John
Forrest and certain members of the South
Australian Government expected would
be given us. I came to that conclusion
because I had beard free expression of
the view that the Transcontinental Rail-
way would not conduce to the advautage
of South Australia, and that it would
ruther tend to benefit Western Augtralia.
T hold the opinion—an opinion which I
expressed ab that time—that South Aus-
tralia had all to gain and nothing to lose
then, because we then were not in a
position to compete suceessfully with
South Australian products. We have
gained ground since, and we are still
gradually gaining ground in that direc-
tion. 1 feel, therefore, that the com-
petition which would follow on the
construction of such a line is not go
much to be feared by Western Australian
producers at the present time. A few
years ago the building of the line certainly
was entirely to the interest of South
Australia. There is not the slightest
doubt, seeing the comparatively short
distance separating the Kalgoorhe gold-
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fields from the producing districts of
South Australia, that a good deal of
trade would have followed in the wake of
the line. My forecast, to which 1 have
previously alluded, has now been verified
by the action of prominent states.
men and leading commercial people in
South Australia. T may remark that I
have previously contended that a line
should be built to Kalgoorlie on the
- 4ft. Biin. gauge. However, with the
advance of railway engineering and the
advantages derivable from improved
engines and heavier rails, greater speed
can be accomplished on a 3ft. 6in. gauge
than was possible three or four years ago.
Therefore it has now become a sericus
question whether we should depart from
the existing gauge. 1 hope the matter
will be fully considered before we commit
ourselves to so grave a step as a break of
gauge. Perbaps on looking into the
matter the Government will see that
their proposal, although designed in the
best interests of the State, is premature,
and that we should await farther deve.
lopments before, as a Parliament, com-
mitting ourselves to the laying of a broad-
gauge track. As regards the Coolgardie
Water Scheme, no one is more pleased
than myself that this great work has been
brought to a successful issue. Started
23 it was during my administration, I
took the greatest interest in it during my
whole term of office. I am glad indeed
that the present Government have accom-
plished the work, and that fresh water
can be plentifully supplied on the fields.
I am strongly of opinionm, as I have
always been, that the scheme will be of
immense benefit to the residents of
those dry regions, the Xalgoorlie fields.
Here, T desire to point out that althongh
this year’s rainfall has been one of the
heaviest ever kmown on the fields, the
residents of the district must not rum
away with the idea that such a wet season
i8 likely to be frequently repeated. My
experience of those dry areas, over which
I travelled some 80 years ago, enables
me to say that last year’s is the heaviest
rainfall known during 25 years. My own
district is feeling the benefit of the rains.
The work of the farmers has been stopped
by heavy downpours, which usually pass
over the Hustern Goldfields. I desire
to warn Goldfields residents not to
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seasons are likely to oceur at even
moderate intervals. I have not the
slightest doubt that the great scheme
will be of the utmust advantage to the
fields. As regards the charges for the
water, I consider that they should not
be fixed very high. A moderate charge
should be imposed. T still hold to the
opinion that the charge contemplated by
the originators of the scheme, 3s. 6d. per
thousand gallons delivered in the gold-
fields reservoirs, with a reasonable allow-
ance for cost of distribution, is the
proper charge. In such circumstances I
believe that in a short time we shall find
goldfields consumers taking a very large
quantity of water indeed. The revenue
may not be sufficient to puy for the whole
working cost of the scheme and interest,
and sinking fund, and any deficiency
between revenue and outgeings should be
borne by the State, pending the scheme
becoming a self-paying concern, as I am
confident it will become in a short time.
In passing, 1 may express regret Lhat the
member for York (Mr. Burges) made use
of the word * unworthy” in relation to
goldfields residents. I know the hon.
member's Lroad-minded habit of thought,
and I am sure that he did not intend to
use the word in its literal sense. No
doubt he with many others, who have
had to put up with almost as many hard-
ships as have the goldfields people, fail to
see what reason there should be for ¢om.-
plaint, or for a refusal to pay the price
of water used. After all, some allowance
must be made for remarks which have
been made from time to time; and I cer-
tainly recommend the Geovernment to
meet the consumer as far as is reasonably
possible. In regard to the Royal Conmnis-
gion on the Publie Service, T consider that
the Commission should never have buen
appointed. Althoughit did not emanate
from the present Government, who have
inherited 1t, the Commission having been
appointed by their predecessors, yet the
present Government could have recalied
the Commission, and should have under-
taken the reorganisation of the service.
That reorganisation could have becn more
successfully carried out by departmental
officers ; and if so undertaken, we would
have saved a great deal of money to the
State, and more reasonable proposals
would have been presented to Farliament,

run away with the idea thai similar , while better results would have been
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obtained than from the present expensive
Comumission. No doubt it has been an
unpleasant duty for those commissioners,
and I do not complain of the way they
have carried out their work. Atthesame
time I consider it was a mistake to intro-
duce two gentlemen from the Eastern
States, and to appoint them together
with a gentleman from this State. No
doubt the latter may be an energetic
officer; but I do not think he had
sufficient knowledge of our requirements,
nor had the two gentlemen from the
other States; with the result that we
have not had such a report as we ought
to bave had. The report placed before
n8 deals with many of tbe outlying dis-
tricts; but the cursory examination made
in these places was not sufficient to enable
the commissioners to arrive at a fair
unnderstanding of the requirements of
many of our rising und important centres.
There has also been a gerious delay. If
the Government had undertaken this
work of reorganisation in 1902, it would
have been compleled by the present time;
whereas after the Commission has been
sitting for a year, we are very little
farther forward, and there is a prospect
of another six months elapsing before
there will be an entire reorganisation;
with the result that we shall have had to
walt 18 months for the carrying out of a
work which could have been successfully
accomplished by an energetic Minister
in three or four months. One subject
not alluded to is immigration. I have
hear@ remarks, especially from one
of the TLabour members, with re-
gard to the influx of people into this
State; suggesting that something should
be done to deter men from coming here
because the avenues of employment are
fully taken up. I quite agree with the
Premier on this matter; for surely we in
this State are not in such a condition
to-day that we cannot find employment
for those who come heré. We have a
large country, with everyihing progres-
sing; and although there may be some
temporary unemployed difficulty, still we
find that labour has been alisorbed and
we see matters going on progressively;

so that it would be a great mistake to |

say there is no room for more waorkers in
this State. 'There is ne doubt some
difficulty in vegard to the ordinary
labourer who comes here with his pair of
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hands as his ouly capital, and without
enough means perhaps to take him on to
the goldfields. No doubt bhe sometimes
finds it difficult to obtain employment;
and something should be done to enable
him to get work. The class of settler we

- want is the settler who will go on the

land. He should be helped in doing so
by the same means as are used to pro-
mote settlement in other parts of the
world, We know that Canada has leen
most successful in opening up her lands
and settling people on them; but at the
same time we are not in the same position
as Canada in attracting settlers, because
Canada is comparatively wvear to the
populous countries of Europe and can be
reached in & short time by fast lines of
steamships at low rates of passage. If a
proper course were taken to advertise our
advantages and to send ount agents—xuot
the ordinary lecturer, but men who
understand the conditions of farming in
this State, we should probably find
immigrants ready to come here with a
little capitai to start on the land. The
Government should take such ateps as
will induce such settlers to come to this
State. We cannot find fanlt with recent
immigration. Ithas been rapidin connec-
tion with our land settlement, and a most
desirable class of people have been coming
here from the Eastern States; but we can-
not adopt the same course as Canada has
taken in regard 1o the old world, for we
cannot send our agents to the other
States for inducing settlers to come here,
as that might be regarded as an un-
friendly action. Still, a good deal
could* be done by other means that
may be legitimate and fair to make
known our advantages, and induce people
to settle on the lands of the State. In
regard to the Constitution Bill and the
Electoral Bill, which are now before the
House, these will require the gravest
consideration on our part. I have not
looked through these Bills, but prebably
they are in the wmain the same as those
introduced and passed in this House last
Session.  Although the Bills are not
new, they will still require careful con-
siderativn. The conditions have altered
smnewhat in regard to the number of
members. I am still of opinion that
there should not be a material reduction
in the number of members for the
Assembly, because the growing capa-
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bilities of the State demand that we should : lines constructed through timber-cutting

have representation for all the different | areas.

If such lines could be built

parts of the State. Our interests are so | throughout the agricultural districts at a

scattered that our position is dissimilar
to those of more thickly populated
centres, and we require representation
for our various industries, especially those
which arg far from the seat of govern-
ment, In regard to the extension of
railways, the proposals of the Govern-
ment are in a right direction; but I
would have been better pleased to have
seen a more definite attitude in regard to
this matter. One proposal is to construct
a railway from Collie to a point on the
Great Southern Railway ; and the Speech
mentions that this is for opening up
agricultural lands for settlement. T
always understood that such a railway
was for conveying coal towards the gold-
fields, and that it would =zerve the
agricaltural areas through which it would
pass. No doubt we shall receive more
wnformation on the point as the Govern-
ment are making farther inguiries, and
are no doubt prompted by a desire to do
their best in the interest of that portion
of the State. But if this railway is to
be the success we all hope it will be, the
Government should not lose sight of the
dual purpose of carrying coal, and at the
same time increasing the products of
agriculture. It is proposed to build
another line to open up that small but
important settlement of Jandakot, which
is a good garden district, though not a
district likely to produce cereals, but
suited for producing vegetables and
fruit, particularly vegetables, in abund-
ance. T believe in building such railways
wheres it can be done very cheaply; and
when these matters are being dealt with
by the Minister for Railways, he should
carefully comsider the possibility of
cheapening the cost of agricultural rail-
ways. Such lines might be built on
the present gauge, with light rails taken
from our present system when removed
for replacing with heavier rails, and
without expensive stations and sidings
guch as are pressed for in every district,
often unreasonably, by people through
whose land the line passes. Such lines
would bLe a great advantage, and with
the firmness of purpose possessed by the
present Minister, I hope we shall
probably see within a few years such
lines of railway built similar to the light

cost of £650 a mile without the rails, as
mentioned by the member for Welling-
ton the other evening, these lines would
be cheaper feeders for the main lines of
railway than the cost of making roads.
I know the difficulty which a Minister
for Railways has to face in regard to the
question of building light railways. I
had experience of thatdifficulty in regard
to the Goomalling district, where we
attempted to build u similar line. I had
made arrangements for carrying out that
work; but after I left office I found
that line was fully ballasted, and that
pumerous additions were made which
must have added materially to the cost.
Parliament should support any Minister
who is prepared to construct railways on
this principle ; and then I think we shall
get feeders built in various parts of the
country svitable for their requirements,
and at a very moderate cost. In regard
to the Bunbury barbour, the farther
hinprovements now proposed prove that
those who were inetrumental in the
earlier work at that port were fl%lvl'y

e

justified in the action they took.

believed thut Bunbury would become one
of the most important ports between
Albany and Fremantle, and the great
timber-shipping trade has proved that
the money devoted to the place has been
well spent, and that the farther expendi-
ture now proposed is fully warranted.
Tn regard to the carriage of foodstuffs to
the goldfields, I notice that the Govern.
ment propose to makea farther reductivn
in the railway freights. I am glad to see
that they are considering this matter.
I would point out that it isa difficult
question to deal with, and one that can
be dealt with only by an alteration of the
freight classes. The present A class is
low enough; but there is ground for
reducing some articles in the first-class
to the A class, and have only the
second-class and the A class. By this
means you would arrive at a fairly
equitable solution of the difficulty. But
they should so arrange the reduc-
tions that the consumer and not the
trader shall get the bevefit of them.
The present rate on A class is 34s. 3d.
per ton, or ‘18d. (about three-sixteenths
of 1d.) per pound. If you were to reduce
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that rate, 1 am afraid the comsumers
wonld not get any benefit. As one of
the producers, and one also who dees a
very large business in those lines which
are carried under this class, I may say
we would be the people who would benefit
very considerably by any reduction in
that class; because how are we to divide
three-sixteenths of a peuny? We are
not able to do so, even if so inclined,
except in the case of large quantities, and
it is not large quantities which we are
dealing with when the consumer comes
into the question. Therefore I take it
where we should make some reduction is
in the other classes, where the rate is
£5 0s. 10d. per ton, which means a little
over 3d. per Ib. Upoun tinned goods and
various things carried, a reduction of 1d.

[28 Jruy, 1903.]

could very reasonably be made, which .

upon a 4lb. tin of anything would mean
a matter of 1d. which the consumer
would get. If we cowe to look into the
question of reduction of rates it is a
matter which should be considered very
closely, because after all we are likely to
give away a very large sum without
affording any advantage to the consumer,
With regard to the reduction of the duty
on weat, it is in the wemory of members
that some tradevs boasted that they put
the whole of the duty into their pockets.
They did not press, perhaps, for the re-
duction, but the consumer pressed for it.
The traders were not here to say, “ Don't
do it.” It was done, and the consequence
was that the traders received the benefit,
and not the consumers. There iz one
thing I should like to clear up, if hon.
members will listen to me for a few
moments, with reference to the ques-
tion of preferential rates. If there is
one question which has caused more
trouble than anything else on the
goldfields, with the exception perhaps
of the 10-feet drop and afew other things
which were so evident in our administra-
tion, it is this question of preferential
rates. It is a mere bogey after all, and

Fourth day. 189

the department over. They were iu the
old rate book of 1895, I did not strike
then out in 18498, when I amended the
regulations, because they did not mean
much. Tsaid they meant nothing to the
consumer, but they would have removed
an endless trouble.  What are they?
Dairy produce, dripping, preserved fruits
and vegetables, jam and tomato sauce,
vinegar and wine. These are the whole
of the things enumerated. With the
exception of slop goods, these are the
only things mentioned from time to time,
Why did they come in? They came in
because we were trying to foster a
factory at Fremantle. I believe it was
in the old time when an effort was made
to induce people to produce jam, tomato
sauce, and other things of local manufac-
ture. They were put in at that time,
and unfortunately they were not taken
out.

MEeMBER : What about dairy produce?

Hox. ¥. H. PIESSE : That was for the
same purpose—to benefit the people in
the South-West, These are the things
they complain of so much. What is
there, after all, in this question of pre-
ferential rates? Take, for instance, a
ton of flour, which was complained of
and which was the firat item on the list.
It comes to 34s. 3d. to carry it from Fre-
mantle to Kalgoorlie, a distance of 387
miles. The local article will cost 32s. 6d.

" That is & difference of 1. 9d. Are we to

| I say no.

quarrel with these people over 1s. 9d.?
I would have knocked that

. off long ago, but I had not a chance

I have said many times it would have °

paid this country over and over again to
have a commission to inquire into the
question of preferential rates, and see
bow far-reaching they were in their
ill effects us mentioned by people on the
goldfields. The items are very few, I
was not instrumental in putting the items
in. They existed in 1896, when I tuok

of reviging the rates at the time.
I think these may be wiped out almostat
once when the matter comes before the
present Minister at the time he is dealing
with the revision of food duties. Asto
the other (what may be termed) prefer-
ential rates which were mentsioned by the
Premier when speaking some time ago—
that is the difference in regurd to the
rates on what may be termed purely
agricultural produce-~that difference does
not cost the people on the goldfields a
farthing. It was only put on for the
purpose of encouraging people in distant
places to convey their goods at something
like a fair competitive rate as against the
persons resident at more advantageous
spots near to the goldfields market. It
was done for the purpose of encouraging
people three or four hundred miles away
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from those districts. It did not cost the
conBumet any more; in fact it enabled
him really to get the goods much lower,
because goods were brought into the line
of competition from those more distant
places.
questions which have to be looked into
with a view to some sort of modification
of the conditions, to remove a complaint
which, upon its being looked into, will
be found to be foundatiornless, after all.
There was nothing in i, and the ques-
tion should certainly receive the attention
of the Government later on. 1 was
surprised to find that Sir William Lyne
almost indorsed the opinion of the fields,
and said that it was a monstrous thing
that a preferential rate sbould be given
as against the imported article. It is a
very smull thing: it is only a matter of
1s. 9d., which should never have been
allowed to continue. At the same time I
think that where any consideration can
be given to any industry it should be
given, provided thut we do not increase
the cost to the consumer. If the State is
prepared to give a little ont of revenue, as
it were, by way of rebate, then I say
there should be no fault found with
the B8tate for doing that when it
encourages an important industry. Tn
regard to the question of education, I
may say that I am not in accord with the
proposal of the Government in relation
to secondary schools. I think that our
present system of edueation, from the
primary standpoint, is sufficient for the
requirements of our people; in fact I say
that in some directions we are over-
educating. In regurd to whabt may be
termed useful suhjects [ am a believer in
good education. I think we cannot do
too much in the direction of educating
our youth to take their positions in the
different spheres of life to which they are
called. But there ure s¢ many subjects
taken up now, some of which may be
very well dispeused with, and I think
it i1s well worthy the consideration of
the Government, if we are to adopt
some system of what may be termed
technical education in a measure, as to
whether we cannot adopt in the country
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. do it. The few standurd works dte eusily
" availed of, and lustriction as to the

Therefore T say it is one of those

henefits of the varions manuwres which
are used, the methods of treatment, and
that kind of thing, can be very success-
fully carried on withont much expense
to the State. That is in some sense
technical education, but in some parts—
say, for instance, the city—you would
not require o much; while ouf in the
country. where you have the area near
your school, it may be made use of. I
hope when the education question comes
on to place before the House a more com-
prehensive suggestion with regard to this
matter. Tn relation to the proposed
University, 1 am in accord with the
(Government in that direction. I hope
every means will be taken by the Govern-
ment to provide for what way be a
future umiversity in this State. I am
sure those who have looked fully into
this question will see that a great deal of
good has resulted from the university
training both in America and in Ger-
many. Of course we know that in
the old country there have been good
results, but more practical results have
followed from the efforts of both the
Americans and the Germans. We have
only to look at what they have done in
that direction to see that with regard to
their chemistry training they have spared
no pains, and in the big manufactures in
the different parts of Germany and
various parts of America, the scientific
training which those who are engaged in
that work have gained at the various
universitics has been of great help in

- enabling the employers to farther the

districts a little agricultural education .

i addition to the ordinary standard edu-
cation. This has been followed out by
some of the teachers with very sueccessful
results, and it does not require much to

interests of the various industries. I need
only just refer to one note which T have
here in connection with what America
does in this direction to show you what
an important part universities have
played in building up the great trade of
that wonderful country. Principal Rem-
sen, of John Hopkins University, U.B.A,,
speaking on the value of university work
BAYS :—

The material value of the work carried on
in the University laboratories cannot be over-
estimated. New industries are constantly
gpringing up on the basis of such work.
A direct connection has been shown to exist
between the industrial condition of a country
and the attitude of the country ltowards Univer-
sity work, It is generally accepted that the
reason why Germany ncoupies such a high
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position in certain branches of industry, espe-
cinlly those founded on chemistry, is that the
Universities of Germany have fostered the
work of investigation more than those of any
other conntry. What I want to make clear s
that Universities are nol luzuries, to be used or
not as we may please. They are necessities.
Their work lhes at the very foundalion of
national well-being.

Then we find one of our English profes-
sors, A. R. Forsyth, F.R.8., Sadlerian
Professor of Mathematics at Cambridge
University, says:—

It is the same in Germany. There, neither
the State nor the individual has the least in-
clination to be parsimonious on the subject of
University provision; on the contrary, they
are lavish in such matters, realising that the
best intellectual equipment and professional
training constitute the best preparation for
getting the utmost out of the powersa of their
men and the resources of the country. And
I think that the extraordinery progress which
hag been made by Germany in the last thirty
or forty years ia largely due to the generosity
with which the highest education has heen
fostered in every direction.

T think this proves we shall be on the
right course in adopting in the future
a University. And when it is established
let it be upon the best lines. Do not let
it be starved, because that is one of the
greafest mistakezs we can make, and as
an agricelturist I may say that science is
to-day playing a most important part in
assisting the agriculturist to produce
cereals from the lJand—in fact, producing
everything the land will grow. We have
seen amazing results come from the ap-
plication of infinitesimal proportions of
manure in the shape of phosphates.
These, of course, are well known through-
out the old world. They are coming
very much into use in Australin. We
have only been using them during the
last few years. But what are they?
They are the outcome of research, the
vutcome of the efforts of men who bhave
gone into the subject, not as agricul-
turists, but as men of science, men
who probably had nothing to do with
growing a potato or a grain of wheat,
but men who from their laboratory and
study of chemistry have done all this to
enable us as farmers to make the land pro-
duce much nore than it would otherwise
do, thus proving that science, not only in
agriculture but in every other direction,
plays a most important part in helping
to build up industries of the State.
I wish the project well, and I trust the
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Governient will take steps to make good
provision for the endowment of & Univer-
sity. Secondary schools, in my opinion,
are not required for the time being. Our
primary schools are excellent; we are
giving an education second to none in
Australia; and with such advantages, I
take it, that we need not at present worry
ourselves about secondary education. Tn
the matter’ of State management of hos-
pitals, T am in accord with the mewnber for
SBubiaco (Mr. Daglish). I consider that
the State does good work ip assisting to
support such institutions. The country is
vew, and the people are going out nto
the wilds to help to build up the State.
‘Were it not for the energy and deter-
mination displayed by the men who
pioneer goldfields, who make their way
into timber forests, who settle on agri-
cultural lands and on pastoral country,
we in Perth should not be thriving as we
are to-day. The efforts of those men
have built up Perth and our other towns.
Take those men away, and the people of
Perth and other centres would have to
leave. Therefore the State should recog-
nise its duty towards those who are
building up industries. Let us under-
stand, before o proposal for any change
is made, that the State will continue for
some time, at any rate until the people
themselves are able to do more, to help
the various hospitals. The duty is one
which the State should perform with
liberality. The question of the Midland
Railway has cropped up from time to
time, and no doubt it will arise during
this Session. Notwithstanding the fact
that settlement has not advanced in the
Midland districts equally with other parts
of the State, I consider that the Midland
Railway Cowmpany is not aliogether to
blame. That company consists of people
who have a business concern, namely a
railway running through this State. The
railway is doing good service, its working
invelves no cost to the State, and its
administration 1s 80 economical as to afford
a model to the management of the Gov-
ernment railways. The Midland people,
it seems, are doing all they are bound to
do under the conditions of their agree-
ment, One of the counditions of that
agreement was that the State should give
the company for every mile of railway
built 12,000 acres of land. 'The land has
been granted to the company; and the
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company has not done as well with it, ' Since that time I have cleared the whole
admitiedly, as might have been the case. | of my block, which comprises 800 acres,

Yet, I hold that to take what might be
termed arbitrary means of bringing the
Midland people to their bearings, us it
were forcing them to do what they are
not inclined to do, would be to depart
from the line of fairness iu a manner no
business man would ever dream of doing.
And in this instance the State atands in
the position of a business man. Cer-
tainly the duty of the Government is to
safeguard the interests of the country,
but in their zeal to do what may be
right for the State, Ministers must not
act unfairly towards the company. The
Midland people are there, ne doubt, to
sell their line at the best price they can
get. The State had an opportunity of
purchasing the railway at one time, but
unfortunately did not take advantage of
the opportunity. Since that date the
value of the Midland line has inereased,
no doubt consequent on the progress of
the State; and, therefore, the Midland
people, like any business man or any
person whatsoever with something to sell,
raises its price in proportion to the rise
in value. Our business, as a community,
is now to make the best bargain we can,
I certainly have no desire to see the State
imposed upon where it can possibly be
avoided.

Mg. DacrisH: Let us tax the Mid-
land Cowmpany, and so get the value of
our tmprovementa.

Hoxn. F. H. PIESSE: I am willing
to tax them, provided the tax is made
general,

Mr. DaGLiBH:
pleasure.

Hear, hear; with

How. F. H. PIESSE: Tnder certain |

conditions, I am by no means opposed to
land taxation. T am not opposed to a
land tax falling on owuers absent from
the State. People who take up land and
do not work it, but simply wait for what
is termed, in the old phrase, unearned
increment, are to be avoided ; moreover,
lands held in this State by various people
ought certainly to be brought into use. I
may give the House an instance of
appreciation throagh unearned

ment which came under my potice.

incre-

Fourteen veurs ago a wan stepped out of

the train at a station on the Great South-
ern Railway and made application for
1,000 acres adjoining a block held by me.

and have spent £3,000 onit. The person
I refer to has never set foot on his land
from the day he took it up, 14 years ago.
He simply went back to London, and
continued to hold the land ; and recently
it was sold at 30s. per acre, having been
bought at 12s. The price shows 5 per
cent. compound interest on the original
cost. The former owner had not dene a
stroke on the land, and had not even
fenced it. Such people cught to be made
do something with their land, or else they
should be taxed. I am ready to take
action in that direction at any time. But
I say let us be reasonable, and do not let
us defeat our own object. Those who
buy land should be compelled to improve
it, but I recognise that we must not
drive away capital. People who take up
land, although we may think that they
will not develop it, frequently do develop
it later. We wish to encourage invest-
ment in that direction, becanse it adds to
the wealth of the Staute. Undoubtedly,
however, there is strong reason for find-
ing fault with a man who leaves his land
lying idle for a period of 10 or 15 years,
making no effort to improve it and avoid-
ing State taxes and road board rates.
The last purchaser of the block I refer to
pays £9 a year in road board rates, but
the absentee owner escaped even those.
Let us be fair to the Midland Railway
Company, while we drive the hardest bar-
gain we can. If the company proposes
—1I understand such an intention has
been expregsed-—to divide its railway from
its lands, then let those lands be subject
to an absentee tax. I feel that, on the
whole, good work has Leen done during
the past year by the Government. The
many omissions from the Speech it would
take leo long to deal with, and other op-
portunities will arise. The indefiniteness
of the Speech in many respects leaves
room for the drawing of various conclu-
sions. T cannot refrain, from expressing
my eatisfaction at the appuintment of the
latest addition to the Ministry. I refer
to the Minister for Lands, Mr. Hepkins:
in him we have a gentleman who certainly
has shown a great desire to do his work
in a thorough manner. The new Min.
ister has taken the opportunity of travel-

. ling through a great portion of the State;

and I congratulate him, and the Govern-
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ment too, on the efforts put forward in
that directivn. Allusion has been made
to Ministerial travels throughout the
State; but those truvels were undoubtedly
necessary for the purpose of gaining infor-
mation. Allusion has been made to the
adoption of that wmethed of gaining infor-
mation by present Ministers, as compared
with what has been termed the inaction
of previous Ministers. On this point I
desire to suy that former Ministers also
took the opportunity of visiting various
parts of the State. If in certain cases
they did not take that opportumity, it
wus because they were men who already
knew the State thoroughly well. I men-
tion these circumstances merely because
I desire it to be thoroughly understood
that I am in accord with the methods
wdopted by the present Government of
travelling to guin information. I feel
assured that the information gained will
be of vast advantage to the State. Tet
us hope that as a result of the journey-
ings of the Minister for Lands we shall
see such modifications and amendments
of the Land Act as will conduce to in-
ecreased settlement. Among the matters
which will come within the purview of the
Minister for Lands I desire to draw his
particular attention to the Agricultural
Bank Aet, which seems to me to stand in
needofsomeamendment. Ireferespecially
to the matter of loans. Under the existing
law a loan may be granted for the pur-
pose of paying off a debt owing, say to a
bank or another financial institution,
In making application for a loan to
repay an advance of £200, however, the
applicant must ask for £300. One third
of that amount has then tc be spent on
improvements.

Tag Minister For Lanps: That is,
assuming the land is worth it.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: An applicant
will gat only two-thirds of the amount of
the advance.

Tae MinisTER For Lanps: That is so.

Howr. F. H. PIESSE: The applicant
must ask for £300 in order that }Le may
repay a loan of £200. Now, there is
nothing in the Aet, nor can the Manager
of the Agricultural Bank insure, that the
extra £100 shall be expended in improve-
ments. The applicant may say that he
i going to spend the extra hundred in
improvements; but once he gets the
money he may not do so.

(28 Jury, 1903.]
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TeE MivisTER FOR Lawps: That is
looked after.

Hon. F. H. PIESSE: I know this
subject Letter than the Minister does.
The danger is one to which I have
previously drawn attention. I have
always maintained that once the original
intention of the Agricultural Bank Act is
departed from, numely to make the
borrower do half the improvements with
his own money, we are on dangerous
ground. For the farmer, generally
speaking, I have the very highest
esteem ; but, after all, one needs to be
careful, particularly in lending money.
The great majority of men are thoroughly
straight and honest in their intentions
and dealings, but every class contains a
few who, even though they may originally
be actuated by the best of intenticns, do
not always carry those intentions into
effect. I trust, therefore, that the Minis-
ter will look into this phase of the
matter at the earliest opportunity. The
other subjects to which I should have
liked to refer I shall leave to a future
occasion. DMy grent desive, as a member
of the House, is to do my utmost for the
advancement of the State. I shall assist
the Grovernment as far as I can; but, at
the same time, 1 am ready at any
moment, if need be, to cast a vote in
direct opposition to them should I ¢on-
sider it in the interests of the State to do
80,

At 630, the SPEARER left the Chair.
At 7-30, Chair resumed.

Mgr.J.J. HOLMES (East Fremantle) :
Before I proceed to make a few remarks
in connection with the Gavernor's Speech,
I would like to congratulate you, Mr.
Speaker, upon your restoration to health,
and with the hope that you will be long
gpared to watch over the proceedings of
this House in the manner in which you
bave hitherto so faithfully discharged the
duties appertaining to vour high office.
I am sure that I am only expressing the
wishes of every member when 1 say that
1 hope you may be long spared to fulfil
those duties. I amn pleased to note that
portion of the Speech before us which
refers to the prosperity of the State, for
I think we have every reason to be prond
of the progress which Western Avstralia
is making, and that the good season we
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are being favoured with will do a great
deal towards increasing that prosperity.
While the mining industry is of great
importance, in fact at the present day
perhaps the industry of greatest impor-
tance In the State, nevertheless we cavnot
overlook the fact that when you take the
gold from the ground you lessen the
value of the mineral deposit, while the
improvements made in agricultural and
pastoral land increase the value of the
land and increase the wealth of the
comntry. I look forward to the time,
though perhaps far distaunt, when the
agricultural and pastoral industries will
take a far more prominent place-in the
State than they do ut present, The Pre-
wier this afternoon was questioned as to
a statement he made in the Town Hall
of Perth in connection with the want of
population in the State. I entirely
agreed with the Premier in the remarks
he made; and I have no hesitation in
saying that it is population we want in
this State, und population principally on
the land. It is idle to say we have over-
stocked, as it were, the labour market,
because there is ample room for hundreds
and thousands of people in this State
if they would go out and work on
the land, and certamly they cannot
expect much luxury at the start. They
must expect to do as others have
done by taking what is offering, and
seizing every opportunity to better their
position. There is ample opportunity
for men to come here, and if they will
agsigh in owr prosperity they should be
principally located on the land. With
reference to the Transconfinental Rail-
way, L am afraid we will make a mistake
if we offer terms to build the line. Itis
a big undertaking for this State; and
while admitting there is necessity for free
intercourse with our friends in the East,
yet it becomes a question of what price
we can afford to pay to bring thew into
closer touch with ourselves. To my mind
the conditions of buildisg the Trans-
continental Railway and other conditions
we impose should be imposed before the
contract is completed. As an undoubted
federalist, T say we have lived to see that
it would have been better for Western
Australia to have imposed conditions and
federated afterwards. We cannot over-
come the difficulties we are meeting with
in the Bastern States, particulnrly in
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South Australia, until we prove to them
that it is in their interest to federate with
Western Australia,. When we doso,and
I houestly hope we may see it at an early
date, and when we prove it we shall then
see the federal spirit develop almost
immediately ; but until they are led to
believe and it is shown clearly that it is
to their advantage to federate with us,
we cannot expect much assistance from
them. It is evident to anyone who gives
eonsideration to the matter that as we
have a large consuming population on
our Eastern Groldfields to be supplied with
the necessaries of life, a population prin-
cipally engaged in the mines, and when
we realise that by the Transcontinental
Railway the people in other States can be
brought into touch with the large con-
suming population in Western Australia,
it will be to their advantage to take a
prominent part in connecting South
Australia with Western Australia. Then
we can look forward to the comstruction
of that railway on terms and conditions
satisfactory to ourselves. While this is
a work of necessity, there are many more
important entirely local works that wight
well enguge the attention of the Govern-
ment, Une of the most important at the
present juocture is the construction of
a dack at Fremantle. Hon. members
who have wnot heen in 1be House
as long as I have perbaps do not
know that in 1896 a Loan Act was passed
which included an item of £142,000 for
the construction of a dock at Fremantle.
In 1897, a Reappropriation Bill was
brought down, and £70,000 of that
amount was reappropriated for some
other purpose. Again, in 1898 another Re-
appropriation Bill was brought down, and
£35,000 was allocated for some other
putpose. Bince that time, little has
been doue towards the construction of a
dock at Fremantle. We bhave repeated
instances of vessels visiting the port of
Fremantle, not bound for that porl but
putting in there in distress to be repaired ;
and if docking facilities were available, a
congiderable sum of money would be
expended in repairs. Take for example
the mishap that attended the steamer
Sultern on the North-West coast a few
weeks ago. That vessel has been tied up
for weeks past to be towed back to Singa-
pore, and perhaps £5.000 or £6,000 will
be expended in repairs. This is work
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that really belongs to this State, and
should bLe carried out at Fremantle; but
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being sent on to the Bast. These are
matters which I think might well com-

no provision has been made, although | mand the attention of the Government,
money was voted for the purpose in 1896, | more so, perhaps, than subsidising a

When that Reappropriation Bili came
down, we who were then on the Opposi-
tion side charged the member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse), who was
then in office, with stealing the money.
It becomes the duty of someone else to
repay this mouney, and T hoge my friend
the present Treasurer (Hou. J. Gardiner),
who has done so much good work, will
take an opportunity of repaying the
money that was stolen from the dock vote
by his predecessors, and will see that the
work is put in hand; and that not
only may we look forward to the early
completion of that work, but that it will
be satisfuctory when dome. Another
matter which deserves the attention of
the Government is the rates of freight
existing between the Bastern States and
Western Australia. I do not know that
the House is too clear as to the condition
of affairs. The intercolonial steamship
companies, as we all know, dewmand a very
high rate of freight between the Eastand
‘West of Avstralia, much more than they
do between the other States; and, strange
to say, the merchants of this State are
entirely favourable to the increased rates,
for this reason. The freight from Lon-
don to Fremantle is much higher than
from Loundon to the Eastern ports, and
that is another injustice to this State
which needs attention. If the inter-
colonial rates were reduced, the Eastern
merchants would stock beavily and
would undersell the werchants here;
but in order to keep the trade in their
hands the local merchants are entirely
favourable to the high rates of freight that
exist between this and the Eastern States,
Until something is done to break down
this condition of affairs, so long shall we
be penalised with the high freights that
exist. When we break down the freights
that exist between the Eastern States and
Western Australia, then we can look to
breaking down the high freights between
London and Fremantle.
freighis between Tondon and Fremantle
are s0 high, it is entirely to the ad-
vantage of local merchants to maintain
the high freights from Western Aus.
tralia to the Eastern States, in order to

While the .

have the trade here instead of the stock ;

between Fremantle
and Geraldton. I am not too friendly
towards the Midland Railway, but
I say the Government of this Siate have
made a bargain with this company, and
they should carrv out their part of the
bargain in every respect. Under the
conditions on which the company hold
that land they are bound to charge the
same rate as the Government charge.

Honx. F. H. Presse: They cannot
charge less.

Mr. HOLMES: They cannot charge
less. We increase our freights for the
general traffic on the Government rail-
ways, so the Midland Railway increase
theirs accordingly.

Mz. Convor : We make them a present
of about £14,000 a yvear.

Me. HOLMES: I hope the Attorney
General will tell us exactly what the eon-
dition of affairs is. I am giving my
ideas now, and can be contradicted later
on. T think wecan compel the Midland
Railway Company to have a high rate of
freight. Then we subsidise a steamer to
the extent of £5,500 a year to take
freight away. It does not seewn to be fair
or just. We have made abad bargain with
the Midland Railway Company, and as
8001 8§ Wa can sqnare accounts and get rid
of them the better; but let us not act in
a back-havded way and subsidise a
steamer to the extent of £5.500 & year,
which does not have the desired effect.
Coming to the Royal Commission ap-
pointed a considerable time back, it was
thought that their labours would have
ended long before this. T never approved
of the appointment. My memory carries
me back to the time when the Leake
Government first came into office. We
were going to have reforms, to do all this
work, and put everything all nght.
Bubsequently it became necessary—at
least my friends on the Treasury bench
thougbt so, or rather I think some of
their predecessors committed them to it—
that a Royal Commission should be
appointed to deal with the Publie Service
of this State. The member for the
Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse), this
afternoon expressed the opinion that
the Grovernmeni might themselves have

steamer to trade



196 Address-in-Reply :

undertaken the work. I think it was
the duty of the Under Secretaries who
have controlled ali these departiments for
50 many years to make recommeuda-
tions fo Ministers ; and if they were not
capable of making the recommendations
and showing where economy could be
effected, they were not suitable for the
positions they held. However, the
trouble is this, thatnow the Royal Com-
mission have gone through a good many
of the departments, we do not seem to
have got much farther ahead, and we
have no idea as to when they are going
to complete their labours. In wmy
opinion it would have been much bekter
for the Ministers to recall those Com.
missioners long since, and for them or
the Under Secretaries to deal with the
difficulties and carry out reform, keeping
in line with the local conditions that
exist. Whilst criticising wmy friends on
the Treasury bench in these matters, 1
recognise that they are not altogether
responsible for them. The difficulties came
to them, and they have done the best they
could under the circumstances. Thereisno
doubt that outside these the Government,
have done good work, and each Minister
who occupies a department has worked
hard, worked well, and worked faithfuolly.
Particularly do I desire to congratulate the
Treasurer for the manner in which he has
grappled with the finznces of the State;
the business-like way in which he hag
dealt with every subject that has come
before him. I know something of the
difficuities of office, the redtape difficul-
ties that become repugnant to & man of
business, and the wonder to me is that
my friend the Treasurer did not throw
up the billet long ago. He has displayed
energy, pluck, and determination that
few of us possess, in battling with those
difficulties and in putting, as he has done,
not only the finances of the State but
many of the departments on a sound
business footing. The Constitution and
electoral reforms which are promised
will, T take it. be somewhat in accordance
with the compromise that was effected
last Session, but which met its doom in
the other Chamber. I hope that when
we consider these subjects we shall re-
member that this is a large State with
important interests at stake, which we
have not only to protect but to develop.
It is our duty to keep this fact in view.
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We should look for prosperity in the
future from the result of wise legislation
of to-day. We must not be led away by
the man who makes the most noise, nor
must we be controlled by the men who
stand at the street corners. The mwan in
the street has not the control of the des-
tinies of this State. It is the level-
headed business men of the State whose
duty it is at this stage to see that
industries which are ounly awaiting de-
velopment, are properly encouraged. It
is our duty to legislate and bring about
satisfactory results in that divection.
Coming to the guestion of railways I
agree to the proposal to extend the rail-
way from Collie to the Great Southern
Railway. As to what route should be
taken I bave no particular interest.
I simply desire that those who know best
shounld explain to this House where the
best country is, and what part would be
gserved best. T am entirely in accord
with the proposition to construct the rail-
way, and construct it so that it will do
the greatest good {o the greatest number.
The question of the Fremantle-Jandakot-
Armadale Railway is a matter that will
come up for discussion. To my mind
there is only one good argument which
can be used for the construction of this
railway. The distance from Jarrahdale
vie, Perth to Fremantle to-day is 41
miles. Tbhe distance from Jarrahdale
direct to Fremantle is 213 miles, a saving
of 19% miles,

Mz. Picorr: Why do you not use that
argument with regard to Esperance ¥

Mzs. HOLMES: We have a port, the
principal one of the Commonwealth, at
Fremantle. What is there at Esperance ?
An open roadstead. We cannot make
ports all along the coast. I repeat that
the distance from Jarrahdale wiz Perth
to Fremantle is 41 miles, and the distance
from Jarrahdale direct to Fremantle, as
suggested by myself and a number of
others, is 211 miles. The distance from
Jarrahdale to Fremaautle via Armadale ie
273 miles. Taking the direct route from
Jarrahdale Junction to Fremantle the
distance would be 21} wiles. Taking
the roundabout way from Armadale the
distance would be 27} miles. Now we
have Robb’s Jetty lying on the west
side. The railway would commence from
the terminus of that, no matter where
the Government propose the junctivn to
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be. Wehave Woodmans Point Railway
on the west side, and we have the
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South-Western Railway on the east. -

The distance in a direct line from one to
the other would, I think, be 14 miles. A
settler located midway is seven miles from
Woodmans Point Railway, and seven
miles from Armadale. There is only
one argument connected with this rail-
way, and that is the shortest journey
for the back traffic to the port of
Fremantle.

need roads. Iam prepared to doall I
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Hox. P. H. Piesae: Thev will be comn-
ing to Albany.

Mz. HOLMES: The hon. member has
Albany on the brain. If in the course
of o few years we have a surplus of
fruit to export—as I honestly believe
we shall have—Fremantle will offer far
better facilities for shipment than does

. Hobart, because our port is over a

I think people at Jandakot

can to assist in providing them with

good roads through this area; yet T am
prepared to advocate a railway being
constructed from the terminus of Wood-
mans Point direct to Jarrabdale J unction,
the journey being less by about 191 miles
than that which cxists at the present
time via Perth, and six miles less than it

week nearer to the London market, and
congequently offers a better chance for
the fruit to arrive there in good condi-
tton. It bas been stated that I have a
personal interest in the matter of this
railway, because in conjunction with my
brothers I happen to own some property

" in the neighbourhood. I do not think I

have yet got down, and I hope I shall

_ never get down, to that level in politics.

would be by the roundabout way from

Armadale. It is the long-distance traffic
oo our railways we have to cater for.
The more we extend out back, the greater
is the necessity for shortening the Qis-
tance to the port of shipment. Six miles
saved on the traffic of to.day and six

The facts of the matter are that my
brothers and I have a paddock, consisting
of sandhills with a little fresh water, in
which we hold stock. As the cattle can-
not get anything to eat in the paddock,
they stand in the cool water up to their

. backs ; and that does them a lot of good.

miles saved on the trafic of years to .

come is a big consideration. To handi.
cap Fremantle unnecessarily to the ex.
tent of six miles would be to commit an
injustice. The more Isee of the Eustern
States and other parts of Australasia,
the more convinced am I of the possibili-

ties of this State. I look forward to the .

day, not far distant either, when Fre-

mantle will be exporting a considerable
amount of produce—wheat, for example. '

How. F. H. PiEsse:
will go from Albany.

Mz. HOLMES: T differ from the hon.

member on a good many points, and I

am afraid we shall have to differ on this
one also. I contend that the produce of
the eastern districts will find its way to
the goldfields, and that the produce of
the south-western distriets will find its
way to the metropolitan markets. The
surplog—and we shall have a surplus in
a few years—will be exported from Fre-
mantle, [Mzr. Haywarp: How abont
Bunbury ?] Take apples, for example.
The P. and O. and Orient boats ut the
present day leave Sydney for Hobart,
where they load apples. Inthe course of
a few years——

|

Now, I say that the running of a railway
through this paddock—I am trying to
keep the railway out of it—and the con-
sequent cutting up of the land inte
sections, will not do me much good. And
yet prominent men, even members of the
House, suggest that I have an axe to
grind.

M=. Jacosy: Who said that?
not suid on the Qpposition side.

Mer. HOLMES: The matter will come
up again, and therefore I purpose to say
no more on it at the present stage, except

It was

The whole of it | that the only good argument which can

be used is that by taking one route, 20
miles are saved in respect of all traffic
carried to Fremantle, and that a farther
saving of six wmiles is effected by the
Armadale route; and I am sure that
consideration will weigh with members
of the House. 1 observe that the Gov-
erument. propose fo expend money in
connection with the Bunbury barbour
works. Whilst prepared to admit the
necessity for barbour improvements at
Bunbury, and to assist my South. Western
friends in that direction, I waut some
clear and definite statement fron the
engineers who are the responsible advisers
of the Minister for Works before I vote a
penny for the purpese. We know, or we
are led to Delieve, that Bunbury harbour
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is fast silting up. We are told that
the farther the breakwater is extended the
more the silt is inereased. If the pro-
posed expenditure of Inoney is to
afford only temporary relief, then I shall
not be a party to the expenditure. On
the other hand, if the Government,
through their responsible advisers, can
convince the House that good work is to
be done at Bunbury, then my South-
‘Western friends may rest assured that
they will have my support towards the
object in view. The question of metro-
politan water supply comes up every
session. It has beeu before the House
year after year, and T am indeed pleased
at obtsining a definite statement from the
Premier that the subject is to be dealt
with during this session. I thank him
for that statement. It is 2 source of
gratification to me to know that some
finality is to be reached before Parlia-
ment prorogues. The question of sewer-
age is another one which has been brought
up on many occasions without anything
definite being arrived at. The member
for York (Mr. Burges), referring to Fre-
mantle, said the other day that the port
was & hotbed of plague. I do not think
the hon. member knows the condition of
affairs and the difficulties o be contended
with at Fremantle or he would not have
made such a statement. In some places
Fremantle is only two feet above the sea
level, and it will be readily admitted that
to deal with- sewage in such places is
a matter of extreme difficulty. Besides,
vessels coming from foreign ports bring
all sorts of diseases, including plague;
and to lay the prevalence or occasional
ocenrrence of epidemicstothe charge of the
town of Fremantle and its inhalntants is,
therefore, hardly fair. The geographical
position of Fremnantle causes it to be
visited by ships from all the ports of the
Far Eacst, and therefore, I repeat, it is
unreasonable to attribute to Fremantle’s
sanitary condition the prevalence of
diseage. At this point [ wish to observe
that Fremantle has not been treated too
well by the Government in connection
with the stamping out of the plague.
The municipal council of the port has
done good work towards arriving at a
better state of affairs, and it has not
received from the Governwent so much
assistance in that direction as might be
desired. Aa hon. member laughs: it
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takes very little to mnake some members
laugh.

Mg, Tavror: Oh, Fremantle gets
nothing from the Government !

Me. HOLMES: When the Govern-
ntent thought Frewantle bad stamped

t out the plague and bad dealt with the

difficulties created, they claimed that they
had done some work.

Tue MivistEr vor Lanvs: The Gov-
ernment only paid for the work.

Me. HOLMES: T am willing to admit
that the Grovernment paid for the work
they did, to the extent of £300. [Tme
PrREMIER interjected.] The point I want
to make is that the Government did what
they deemed their part of the work, and
that the Fremantle people did what they
considered fell within the scope of their
jurisdiction, but that when the Fremantle
Municipal Council applied for its subsidy,
the Government deducted from the
amount of that subsidy £300 said to
have been expended in stamping out the
plague.

Tre Premier: The deduction of £300
represented only part of the expense—
lese thun a third.

Mzr. HOLMES: The Premier, of
courss, knows the legal position; but I
question, nevertheless, the right of the
Government to deduct from the subsidy
in that maoper. The Government ex-
pended certain moneys; I do not think
Fremantle agked them to expend any-
thing ; and then, having expended certain
woneys in stamping out the plague, the
Glovernment now deduct that amount
from Fremantle’s municipal subsidy.

Tee Premier: Only £300 has been
deducted—less than a third of the
amount spent. The hon. member knows
well enough that Fremantle struck a
heulth rate of only 11d. in the pound.

Mr. HOLMES : Passing to the next
subject, I am pleased to note that a sug-
gestion has been made to improve the
educational facilities of the State. I
congratulate the Government on the
wisdom of their propesal. No doubt
much has been done already, and the
children of to-day enjoy great advantages
as compared with those of 15 or 16 years
ago. We must, however, educate our
rising generation so as to keep it in line
with the children of otber States, who
recetve a much higher class of education
than that so far obtainable here. We
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must keep our children up to the level of
those in more favoured localities. I

factories is to be mntroduced ; and at this
stage T desire to say that, whilst such
legislation is necessary, it ought not
to be too drastic. Though favouring
any reasonable Factories Bill, I must

drastic ; otherwise they will not get
my support.
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children in the playground from disturb-

. ing the night nurses in their endeavours
observe that legislation dealing with

to get sleep during the day. Now, how-
ever, the Government are not satisfied
with that even. The sum of £3,500 has
been spent by the hospital committee out
of local subscriptions in making additions

l to the buildings, which are situated on
ask that the clauses shall not be too

T understand that the

Hospitals Bill which the Government '

propose to iniroduce will have the effect

of makiog hospitals local institutions. ;

The Government propose to make the
property owners within a given area pay
for the upkeep of a hospital. The fairest

and best way isto make the general tax- |

Government land. The Government
now, I am led to helieve by the board,
have decided not to reinsure these addi-
tional buildiugs, but throw the onus of
doing so on the hospital committee; and
I say that if & community recetves treat-
went like this, there is no encourage.

- ment for & board to help themselves,

paver of the State support the hospitals, .

It iz but reasonable that the general
" taxpayer should pay for the attention
and accommodation provided. Fremantle
Hospital, T believe, has done as much in

proportion to its size us has any other !

hospital in the State; possibly more.
The hospital board has spent £3,500 in
building necessary additions to the insti-
tution. Under existing conditions it
matters not whether patients come from
the goldfields or elsewhere, or from a
veszel which puts into the port with sick.
ness on board; there is no line drawn;
everybody is attended to, and the general
taxpayer pays. But the effect of local-
ising ivstitutions will be that the Fre-
mantle people will look after their
own sick, and that the Government
will have to provide for the rest. Such
a condition of affairs ought mnot to
exist, and it is not one which we should
legislate to create. The Fremantle Hos.

pital bas done good work, and the gervices

rendered by its board have not been
adequately appreciated by the Govern-
ment, Only recently portion of the hos-
pital lands was taken away, and it is
proposed to erect a school on the resumed
area. The attention of the Government
was called to the fact that the school
would be on one side of the wall, and the
nurses’ quarters on the other. I may
mention that these quarters were built
by the people of Fremantle at a cost of
£1,100.  Attention having been directed,
as I say, to the matfer it was proposed to
put galvanised iron —[MemseR: Eighteen
inches highl—along the top of the wall
in order to prevent the noise of the

One of the principal difficulties existing
to-day, and a wmatter that deserves the
attention of the Government, is the cost
of living in this Btate. The rate of
wages is higher than in the Eastern
States, but after all it is only a bare
living. 1 am not surprigsed that the
working people are fighting through the
Arbitration Court for conditions that
would not be asked for if the cost of
living were lower. It is well enough

.perhaps for those who are in permanent

employment, but the Arbitration Act has
a tendency to impose conditions on em-
ployers which will tend to increase the
cost of production; and that will make
it pretty severe for those who are out of
employment.

Mr. Honmaw:
yet.

Mr. HOLMES: I say that every deci-
sion of the Arbitration Court, every con-
dition the Court imposes, has the effect
of increasing the cost of production.

Mz, Tavior: You view it through
cupitalistic spectactes,

Mr. HOLMES: No; T view it from
an ordinary business standpoint; and
before the hon, member had the honour
of a seat in this House, T fought hard for
those he represents and is supposed to
be working for now.

Meg. Ta¥xror: You have changed since.

Mz, HOLMES: I have not changed
in ome iota. I am not complaining of
the high rate of wages at all.

Mz. Tavror: Your company fought
bitterly at the Court.

M=r. HOLMES : We had reason for it.
I do not object to the rate of wages, but
o the conditions imposed. The result of
conciliation and arbitration is to take the

It has never dome it
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control of a business out of the employer's
hands and put it in the hands of someone
elss. I never had any trouble with my
men 3]l the Coneiliation and Arbitration
Actprovided them with themeans of fight-
ing und harassing the employer. My men
have no grievance against me. I can
produce meun who, since the award, would
sign the old pay-sheet and go on under
the old condition of affairs, if members
of the union would allow them.

Mge. Ta¥ror: That is played out.
is an old tale,

Mz. HOLMES: I do object to the
Court imposing conditions on employers,
while not knowing anything of the diffi-
culties which employers have to contend
with.

Mg. Tavior: Your evidence shows
what you contended for.

Mr. HOLMES: I never went before
the Court at all.

dlMR. Tavror: You have a brother who
id.

Mr. HOLMES: If the hon. member
wants to know something about concilia.
tion and arbitration, if I were to give
him my experience in the matter it would
do his cause no good. In comnection
with the difficulties I had to deal with,
the slaughtermen forced every point
they could get before the Court. They
fought for a higher rate of wages than
existed before, and they contended for
payment of time and a-half for overtime
and double pay on Saturday. The
award was given on a Mounday, and the
pext day the men decided that they
would kill only so many eattle and sheep
per day, thereby increasing the cost of
slaughtering by uwearly 25 per cent. That
i1s my experience of the action of men as
a result of arbitration. There was no
trouble so far as our firm was concerned
until the Act provided means for the
agitator to caunse trouble. Going back to
the question of the cost of living, I repeat
that 1t is a matter the Government shoutd
deal with, and do it prompfly. If they
can bring down the cost of living, then
even if it became necessary fo reduce
wages, the great bulk of the working
peeple would be on equal, if not better,

It
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conditions than exist to-dav. One of the
principal matters that should engage the |
attention of the Government is the intro-
duction of cattle from East Kimberley
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into Fremantle and the Southern districts.
In tbe East Kimberley district there are
thousands and thousands of cattle, and it
is an established fact that it is one of
the best cattle-producing districts in
Australia, that we have hundreds of
thousands in that portion of the State;
and those people on the Bastern Gold-
fields who have been dlamouring for a
wholesome and plentiful supply of meat
coudd have that supply by allowing the
East Kimberley cattle to come to Fre-
mantle and the Southern districts. Ouwe
of the difficulties in the way is the enforce-
ment of the tick regulations.

Mz. Convor: Which you helped to
make.

Me. HOLMES: Which I helped to
make, on the advice of an expert specially
imported from Queensland to report on
the subject. The condition of affairs
existing in Fremantle to-day ought not
to continue. We have four steamers
carrying stock from East Kimberley, and
it is estimated that from 15,000 to 17,000
bullocks will be brought down this
geason, I know nothing directly as to
the loag that takes place betweenr Wynd-
ham and Frewantle, as I have not seen
the cattle shipped and afterwards seen
their eondition when landed at Fremantle;
but I know that after landing at Fre-
mantle and till the time expires when
they go into consumption, the loss in
weight, reaches 30lbs. per bullock on the
average. It is the most valnable part
that 1s wasted, and the bones remain.
In addition to that loss there is an
expense of £7 10s. a ton for hay,
on which the bullocks are fed while
awaiting slaughter ; thatso that we might
well put the depreciation of bullocks
gtanding in the yard at £1 per
head all round. Reckoning 17,000
bullocks that have come from East
Kimberley this year, and reckoning what
is wasted in the yard, it means that the
people here and on the Eastern Goldfields
must pay £17,000, for what? To obtain
protection against tick that does not
exigt in this part of the State. Have not
the Government tried to breed ticks?
Tick catile have been coming to Fre-
mantle for 10 years past, and some of
them have been getting out of the yard
and sometimes we never saw them again,
yet it is impossible to find a tick of any
description in any part of the Southern
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districts.  Tick cattle had been brought
to Fremuntle for a couple of seasons
before the tick regulations were put in
force. Cattle huve been landed and have
been getting away from the yards ever
since, vet there is not a sign of tick in
these districts. If these tick regulations
were enforced for a purpose, I could
understand them; but they are enforced
for no purpose whatever. Remove the
tick restrictions, and avny amount of
catile from the northern districts of this
State would be available for grazing all
over the close settlements in the aouthern
districts. We can only draw our supplies
from the northern areas during some
eight months of the year, us the other
four months do not permit of cattle being
brought here from the North. If we
could put two-thirds of them for imme-
diate consumption, and put the other
third on to grassy land in the southern
districts, then during the four months
of the year in which we cannot draw
cattle from East Kimberley those cattle
could be brought back from the grazing
paddocks and utilised for consumption.
During those four months we have now
to draw from the Eastern States for a
supply of cattle, and those States have a
difficulty at present in supplying Western
Australia with the stock required; so
that the loss incurred at present would
be prevented if during the eight months
of the year in which stock can be brought
from East Kimberley that stock could be
utilised to the extent of two-thirds going
directly inte consumption, as I have
said, and the other third heing put on
grazing land, to be brought back when
the supply from the North fell off.
Whilst I favour the liberation of these
cattle at Fremantle, I should never be a
party to their travelling overland down
to Perth. 'Whilat T would do my best to
remove the restrictions that exist at Fre-
mabtle to-day, I should not be & party to
introducing tick into the herds at West
Kimberley, or any of the adjacent
stations, by travelling cattle overland.
‘We have evidence of cattle being ticked
at Fremantle. What bappened in con-
nection with one shipment? Dr. Jameson,
I think, decided that they should be
dipped and let go. They were dipped
and let go and sent down to Rockingham,
20 miles south of Fremantle, and Mr.
Richardson was a probable purchaser,

(28 Jury, 1903.]

Fourth day. 201

but he heard that his paddock was likely
to be quarantined.

Mgr. Conxor: The Government would
not allow them to be sold to him.

Mr. HOLMES: At all events, the
cattle were travelled to Rockingham, 14
or 16 miles from Fremantle. There tick
does mnot exist, but unforsunately the
regulations wre in force. They were
travelled 14 or 16 miles south of Fre-
mantle, and when the probable purchaser,
Mr. Richardson, found he could not get
possession of them, they were travelled
buck into the quarantine yards, and ulti.
mately put into consumption.

Mr. Connor: No; ultimately sent to
Mr. Copley’s paddocks.

Mg, HOLMES : It is a mere matter of
detail. The cattle were let out of the
yard.

Mz. Conwor : Itisanimportant detail.

Mr. HOLMES: As far as my argu-
ment is concerned, it is a matter of detail.
The cattle have been sent out of the yard
and brought back, yet there have been no
bad effects upon the surrounding herds.
Although they are few and far between,
yet there are these absurd regulations.
Apart from all this, there is the broader
and larger scheme, which should have
demanded the attention of the Govern-
ment, and that is the erection of freezing
works on a large scale. I have referred
to the loss that I know exists—I do not
know the extent of it—between the port
of shipuent at Wyndham and the port of
discharge at Fremantle. Anybody who
knows anything about tke trade must
admit that when you have fat cattle for
days down the hold of a ship there must
be loss. If freezing works were erected
at Wyndham we should aveid this loss,
and we should get meat into the metro-
pohitan market in much better condition.
This, I think, is a matter that ought to
engage the attention of the Government.
Itis too large a scheme for those interested
in the trade to take in hand themselves.
If those in the trade took it in hand, it
would create a monopoly. You would
have the trade controlling the monopoly,
whereas if you briug about satisfactory
resulta this monopoly should be controlled
by the State.

Mgz. Jacopy: Are there not freezing
works now in the North ?

Me. HOLMES: No. There was some
talk about it, but I think it is generally
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admitted it would have to be done on a
very large scale if done at all. I do not
propose to say any more at this stage
other than that, subject to a little whole.
some criticism, I am perfoctly satisfied
with the hon. members who ocecupy the
front Treasury bench. I think we
all admit they have done good work, and
are doiog good work, and while they con-
tinue doing that, they can depend upon
loyal support from me; or my friends
opposite can rest assured that if they
have any proposition which meets my
views, and will bring it along, they can
have support from me to it, if it be a
good one and well deserving of the support
which I will loyally tender. I thank
members for the attention they have
given me, and at this stage I will not say
anything farther.

Tag MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
C. H. Rason): As, unfortunately, I am
the first member of the Ministry to
uddress the House in this debate, it would
be ungrateful on my part if I did not
express my thanks to those gentlemen
who have spoken for the kind and
generous tenor of their remarks. Mr.
Speaker, so many expressions of pleasure
at your recovery to health and at your
presence in this House bave already
reached you that I am afraid you will
begin to weary of reiteration; but I
could not allow it to be said that mine
wus the only voice that did not join in
these congratulations. For indeed it is
known to every member of this Houae,
no matter where he may sit, that you
enjoy the respect and affection of every
one of us, not only in your official capa-
city as Speaker, but as a brother member
of the Assembly, and as the member for
Nelson. (Applause.) T also wish to
join most heartily in the eulogiums which

ave been uttered with regard to His
Excellency the Governor. This State
seems to have been remarkably fortunate
of late in regard to the selection of Gov-
ernors. Io the case of the last Governor,
Sir Arthur Lawley, we had a soldier who
won golden opinions from everyone with
whom he came in contact; and now in
Sir Frederieck Bedford we bave a sailor
who has already endeared himself to many
people, and whose reign or whose adminis-
tration in this State promises to be a
remarkably fortunate one. Coming to
the criticisms and remarks which have
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fallen from members during this debate,
I do not think there is very much that
demands a repiy; but I could not help
noting some remarks of the leader of
the Opposition when he was discussing
the Address, being the first member to
gpeak after the mover und seconder.
One remark which I noticed was that
the (tovernment appeared to be showing a
little more confidence in the future of the
State; confidence which they had pre-
viously lacked. I cannot help thinking
that the hon. member was not quite .
serions. He possibly thought it was neces.
sary to import into his speech a little
of the sarcasm of which the previous
leader of the Opposition was such a past-
master; because I do not think this Gov-
ernment can ever be acoused of having
displayed a want of confidence in the
future of the State, that is the confidence
which is distinguished from recklessness,
In this connection, I would like to remind
members of the remarks of the Treasurer
when he introduced his Budget Speech
last SBession. The very commencement of
that speech reads:—

I think T am perfectly justified in allowing
a tone of hopefulness, absolute hopefulness and
trust in the future of this State, to permeate
the whole of my utterances; for I venture to
say that never in the history of Western Aus-
tralia has the outlook of all its industries
been more promising.

That is how the speech began. This
is how it ended ;:—

Now, we must show to the world that not
only can we borrow money and spend it, but
that we can save it; also that when the neces-
ity does occur we can take our responsibilities
on our own shoulders. We do not want our
children, when they grow up, to say to us,
*You must have had not only prodigal sons
amongst you, but you must have been a nation
of prodigals.” Rather let them say that
when the time of necessity came we did our
duty, which duty is to see how far we can
asgist the country onward, assist it with the
revenue af our disposal, assist it by economiecal
construction of public works, to become, as it
has every prospect of becoming, the gem of
the Commonwealth.

Does that display a want of confidence in
the future? I think that from that
gpeech alone it will be seen that our
guiding star was faith in the State. It
was 80 then, and it is our firm Dbelief
and guniding star to-day. The hon.
member also blamed the Government for
introducing class legislation, and when
my friend the Premier asked foran illus-
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tration of class legislation, he gave us
as an instance the Factories Bill, Surely
you cannot call the Factories Bill class
legislation. Similar legislation exists in
the other States, and has existed in the
mother country for over a century. In
the mother country, the first Bill dealing
with factories was introduced in the year
1802, and legislation on those lines in
the mother countvy has continued, and is
continuing up to the present day. In
the course of that century there has only
been one object, that being the bettering
of the conditicns and surroundings of
the worker, seeing that, as far as possible,
his working conditions were healthy and
clean, both hygienic and moral.

Mz. ProoTT: Th'l.t is all right, as far
a9 it goes.

THE MINIS'I‘ER FOR WORES: I
am glad to hear the hon. member’s view
that it is all right. I think, therefore,
that we may look with confidence to
receiving his support in endeavouring to
pass this Factories Bill through the
Assembly, The opposition of the hon,
member, ot of those who have said they
are opposed to a Factories Bill, is nothing
novel. There has always been the same
old cry, that it was an undue interference
with freedom of contract, and the putting
of disabilities on the employer. 1 should
bave thought that in all this time that
process of reasoming which comes from
darkness had been dispelled ; but it seems
that even a century of light has not re-
moved all the darkness that exists in the
minds of some people. Surely the hon.
member does not wish to go back to those
dark ages in which the conditions of the
worker were simply horrible, where in
their surroundings men, women, and
children were little better than brute
beasts ; and, in some respects, in the way
they were treated and in the value in
which they were held, they were worse
than Drute beasts. Surely a Factories
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Bill, which gues no farther than to say .
thut the conditions of the worker shall -

be as clean and healthy as possible,
puts no disabilities on any wan who
is trying to do that which is right.
Indeed, 10 my opinion, it places no
disadvantages or the average employer.
The average empluycr sees  without
any compunction that his workers'
lot is made as comfortable as he fairly
can moke it. Tt is legislation such
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as this which protects the good employer
against the competition of the sweater,
who cares nothing at all for the condition
of his employees, but only for the profit
he can wmake out of them. I contend
that a Factories Bill places no hardship
upoun the employer who hbas the interests
of his workers at heart. The first para-
graph in the Governor's Speech to which
any objection was taken is that baving
reference to Mr. Chamberlain's recent
proposals; yet that paragraph is worded
n a very mild way. It reads:—

The recent movewment in the mother ecountry
towards securing eloser trade relaticus between
the various parts of the Empire has been
welcomed in this State with feclings of warm
sympathy and sincere hopes for its ultimate
suceess.

I Delieve it is contended by some that
this is a matter entirely for the Common-
wealth to deal with. T do not agree with
that view at all. We may indeed justly
be proud of forming members of the
Australian Commonwealth; but, to my
mind at all events, there 'is a grander
and prouder boast still that we are
members of the British Empire. Surely,
when such proposals are submittad, pro-
posals with which our destinies are
closely wrapped up—[Mz. DacrLisH:

Purty proposals] — we may at least express
our opiuions on them. It is well that we
should express some opinion rather than
let it be thought that we riew the subject
with apathy and indifference. Those of
us who look forward to federation of the
British Empire koow full well that the
first step towards that federation is closer
trade relationship. We know that to be
the first step forward, the first step
onward ; and do we not also know that
we nust move forward and onward, that
for nations there is no standing atill, that
either they must advance to increased
prosperity or else relapse into decay? I
for one look forward with hope and con-
fidence to that federation, the greatest
federation the world will ever witness, the
federation of the British Empire; and it
is because I look forward to it that I
welcome these proposals which have
been submitted by ﬁr Chamberlain, 1

" welecome them the more because they

come from one who has the interests of
the colonies at heart. The member for
the Williams (Hon. F. H. Piesse) made
some quotations from the right hon.
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gentleman’s speech ; but the words which

I had in my mind and which I noted as
proviag that Mr. Chamberlain has a
proper regard for the colunies are these,
uttered by him many years ago:—

I want to prove to them (the colonies) that
we are ag proud of them as we believe they
are proud of us; that we have confidence in
their fulure, and that we hope that in their
closer wnion with ourselves in tiwe to come
the British Empire, founded on freedom,
buttressed by affectionate sentiment, fortified
by mutnal interest, shall stand impregnable,
unasgailable, ‘ four-square to all the winds
that blow.”

I come now to the Coolgardie Water
Schewe. In the first place, I wish to
thank the member for Northam (Hon. G.
Throssell) and the member for Kanownu
(Mr. Hastie) for their kindly words
of encounragement. One indeed needs
patience, all the patience at one’s com-
mand, in dealing with this scheme, which
geems in effect to be a fruitful source not
only of countless worries and anxieties
but of the most perverse misrepresenta-
tions. Little more than a year ago the
work, even as an engineering project, was
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surrounded by the deepest gloom. The

darkest prophecies were heard on every
hand. The weir would not hold water; 1t
would not dam the water back; there
would be no water to dam, at least not
in the orthodox manner ; the pipes would
not hold water; the pumps would not
work ; in fact, the scheme would be a most
thoroughly successful failure all round.

How. F. H. Piesse: That has been
going on for years.

Tex MINISTER FOR WOREKS:
That has been going oo from the com-
mencement of the scheme, and unfor-
tupately it goes on to the present day.
However, all those dark prophecies were
disregarded. The engineers who were
intrusted with the wark persistently went
on with their duty; they were loyal to
their employer, the State, and loyal to
their former chief, the late Mr. O’Connor;
they worked unfortunately as few men do
work to bring this scheme to a successful
issue. And we know the resunlt; we
know that the water was pumped
to Kalgoorlie, and that on the 26th
January last the formal opening took
place. I feel bound at this stage to
say this, that the engineers, from the
Engineer-in-Chief downwards, did their
utmost to make the scheme a success.
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The meed of praise awarded to them is,
to my mind, not by any means commen-
surate with the value of the work they
did. I have distinetly in my mind's eye
what oceurred at Kalgoorlie in connection
with the formal opening. Amongst many
words of praise of other people I regret
to say that there were few for the engi-
neers and the men who actnally did the
work. However, T believe now that
although hon. members and other people
have not expressed their thanks, at all
events not profusely ; still they do recog-
nigse that the engineers and the men did
good work. I for one recognise if, and
thank them for it. Let us now review
the financial aspeet of affairs in the light
of recent criticism. Reference has been
made to a meeting at which the people of
the Eastern Groldfields are supposed to
have passed a resolution that they would
pay no rate at all, that they would decline
to pay any rate whatever on the ground
of the high price charged for the water,
on the ground of the iniquitous nature of
the rate. It is said that wmore water
wonld be sold if the price were reduced
to the public, and that the scheme would
thus benefit financially. It has even been
said that the cause of the supposed dis-
satisfaction is that the goldfields people
get no water in return for the rates to be
paid. Now, to each and every one of
those statements I give an unqualified
denial,

Mr. Pigorr: In that case, why did
you reduce the rute ?

Tze MINISTER FOR WORKS: If
the hon. member will possess his soul in
patience I shail tell him, provided only he
will allow me an opportunity of doing-so.
As 10 no return being made for the rate
which has been struck —I may remark, by
the way, this statement has been made
even by some goldfields representativesin
Parliament—I do not know how that
conclusion was arrived at. It does notsay
much for the interest those members take
in matiers affecting their districts, because
the Government Gazetle in which notice of
the rate was given, and the advertisement
appearing in the Coolgardie Miner and
Kalgoorlie Miner stated that—

Every rate-paying consumer will be entitled
to o supply of water at the rate of 85 per
thousand gallons in return for the amount of
rates paid by him, provided that the water
shall be taken during the period for which the
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rate is smck . . . . . and 7a. 4d. per!
thousand gallons for the excess up to & total |
consumption of 3,000 gallons per quarter, and
7s. per thousand gallons for any excess beyond .
a total consuwmption of 8,000 gallous per
quarter.

T hope it will be admitted, therefore, that
we have effectually and completely dis-

posed of the statement that the ratepayers |
get no return for the amount paid by way .
of rate. 1 deny, however, that it is the !
people of the Eastern Goldfields who have
made the complaint; I deny that there
is any such complaint from the people of
the Eastern Groldfields as a people. I am !
satisfied that goldfields residents do not
ask anything so wholly unreasonable as
that they should pay no rate atall. I
believe, and I am content to beliave, that
they are prepared to pay a fair and reason- |
able sum for what they get ; and I decline

to recognise the voice of & few busybodies '
us being the voice of the people. Now,

what are the facts P The rate is 1s. 6d.

in the £; and for payment of that rate

the people, as I have just pointed out, |
get an ample return in water. The rate!
m Perth 18 1s. in the £, and the rate *‘
which the Government had power under

the Act of last session to strike is 2s. in
the £. Iask,therefore, can it be said that
having power to strike a rate of 2s., we
hehaved in the arbitrary manner which
some people would have the country
believe in striking a rate of only 1s. 6d.7
The rate in Perth being ls., can it be
argued that for water pumped over a |
distance of 352 miles to the goldfields a
rate of 1s. 6d. is exorbitant? Let us see, |
however, whether after all the rate is fair |
and reasonable, In 1901 the question
was thoroughly gone into, and a state-
ment was prepared showing the quantity
of water Eastern Goldfields residents
consumed, and what that quantity cost
them. I have studied that return, i
amongst many others, and I have it in,
my mind’s eye, to a considerable extent. |
The average cost of domestic water, fresh '
and condensed, for household purposes

was in 1901 about 7s. 6d. per 100 gallons, '
which amount represents the price for
which the Government now supply 1,000 .
gallons. It must be borne in mind, also, |
that this water which we sell ten times as

cheaply as it could be procured in 1901, |
ig water which the consumer has rea.dyl

to hand, night and day, in any quaantity ,
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he may desire, by the simple turning of a
tap.
Me. F. Conrvor: But water is cheaper

than that on the Eastern Goldfields now.
Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS: Un-

‘ doubtedly, now; but van the goldfields

residents get it cheaper in February or
March of next year? Without the
scheme, could they get it at anything like
so cheap a rate on an average all the year
round ¥ Indeed, can the householder get
it ag cheaply now? I very much doubt
that he can: [ am almost certain that he
cannot. At all events, he cannot get the
water delivered to his door ; and assuredly,
but for the scheme, he could not get it
delivered o quart at o time, the way he
can take the water from the scheme if he
wants to do so, at the rate of 7s. 6d. per
1.000 gallons.

MewsER : Nor could he get it as pure.

Tae MINISTER FOR WORKS:
Next, let us see the incidence of the rate
and how it affects the rutepayer. The
occupant of a tenement of a rental value
of 7s. 6d. per week would probably have
his premises valued by the municipatity—
and the Government follow the municipal
rate—at £13 10s. per annum. In such
vase the ocoupant would pay the minimum
water-rate of £1 per amnum. In return
he gets ready to his hand, as T have said,
125 gallons of water for every shilling of
rate. In return for his pound sterling
the occupant gets 2,500 gallons of water,
which is equal roughly to 50 gallons per
weelk. Priorto the advent of the scheme,
the same quantity of water would have
cost him £9 78, 6d. It may be said that
I have selected a very low valuation, and
that most of the tenements on the
goldfields are very much higher in valoe.
I have looked into that point also, and I
find the figures are these:—In Cool-

: gardie over 64 per cent. of the total

agsessments are under £15, and therefore
over 64 per cent. of the people in Cool-
gardie would pay the minimum rate of
£1 per annum ; 17 per cent. are assessed
at £15 to £26; 7 per cent. at from £26
to £40; and only 10 per cent. at over
£40. They are supplied by meter. In
Kalgoorlie over 33 per cent. are assessed
at under £15; 33 per cent. at from £15 to
£26 ; 154 per ceut. ut from £26 to £40;
and only 178 per cent. at, over £40. As
to the statement, reiterated so often that
it bas become positively sickening, that
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it was the intention of Sir John Forrest
to supply the water to the people on the
goldtields at 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons,
I deny that he ever said anything of the
kind ; but some people have said he did,
and certain sections of the Press are
saying it now. Tbey say that all we
ought to charge is 3s. 6d. per thousand
gallons delivered in their houses. I
deny that such was ever the intention of
8ir John Porrest, and many of the people
who make use of that statement kpow
full well at the time they make it that
they are saying that which is deliberately
untrue. If people will not believe me
when I make the agsertion, perhaps they
will believe Sir John TForrest’s own
words, when he said that the price of 3s.
6d. was o be the price of water delivered
at Bulla Bulling Reservoir, and that price
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was always contingent on a daily sale of .

5,000,000 gallons on each and every of
the 365 days of the year. Now it is said
that it was always the intention of the
Forrest Government to snpply the waler
at 33. 6d. per thousand gallons; but I
say that was dependent, as laid down in
the report over and over again, on a daily

" thousand gallons ¥

consumption of 5,000,000 gallons a day °

on 365 days in the year.
utmost respect, that people are beiog
misled by the statement that it was Sir
John Forrest's intention to supply the
water at 3s. 6d. per thousand gallons. In
order that the watter may besettled, and
I trust onee and for all, T propose, with
the permission of the House, to read
what Sir John Forrest actually said on
this subject, as reported in the Morning
Herald of the 23rd August, 1902.
Sir John Forrest was interviewed in
London with regard to the Conlgardie
Goldfields Water Scheme, amongst other
things, and what he said wag this:—

Let we here explain, (said Sir John, em-
phatically}, that when the scheme was origi-
nally conceived, it was mnever intended to
undertake the distribution of the water., The
task of conveying it 350 miles, for the most
part, through an inhospitable country, was a
sufficieutly huge one without the Governmeont
guperintending the local distribution. The
scheme provided for the construction of large
tanks or dums in the vicinity of the contres
which it was designed to serve. KEaeh reser-
voir was to be fitted with a meter, and mines
requiring the water were supposed tolay down
their own pipes, and towns to construct their
own system of distribution; in other words,
when omce the reservoirs were supplied, it

I say, with the -
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became a local matter for local people, who
were supposed to pay for the water at the
price of 38. td. per thousand gallons fixad by
the Government. I sincerely hope the original
intention of the Government will be adhered
to, though I fear there will be an organised
agitation at Kalgoorlie to be relieved of the
responsibility of the local distribution. I hope
however, wige counsels will prevail, and that
the local distribution of the water will be
undertaken by the local anthorities,

I hope that settles the matter once and
for all. That was said wheu the scheme
was well under construction; and I
think it clearly proves that in the minds
of the originators of the scheme, at all
events, the price was to be 3s. 6d. per
thousand gallons at Bulla Bulling Reser-
voir. Now T ask, if locul people had
undertaken the distribution of water
from the reservoir, is it likely that the
price charged by those who undertook
the work would be any less than 8s. per
There is no proba-
bility whatever that it would be less, but
there is a great probability that it wounld
have been considerably more. My duty
and the duty of the Government is to
make the scheme pay, if it can be made
to pay, without placing an undue burden
on the people who consume the water.
It may De said that in charging the

- present rate we are placing an undue

burden on the consumers. I have en-
deavoured to prove we are not; and
I say, without fear of contradiction, that
the great majority of the people on the
goldfields do not complain af all, but are
satisfied that no undue burden is being
placed on them : rather that they are get-
ting water more cheaply than they could
possibly have got it by any other means,
and just as cheaply as if the water had
Leen left at the reservoir at the price of
3s, 6d., and had then to be distributed by
the local bodies. We hear something
about the people on the goldfields being
forced to pay interest and sinking fund,
and how wrong it is for a despotic Govern-
ment to inflict sach very hard terms on
the consumers. Let us see whether that is
so or not. The present sules average half
a million gallons daily, and the average
price realised is 6s. per thousand gallons.
That is a low average quantity at this
time of the year, due largely to the
presence of so much rainwater on the
fields; but that case will fully serve to
illustrate my mezning. If we take a
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million gallons, 2 sale not yet reached,
the cost per thousand gallons for that
quantity delivered to consumers, and in-
cluding interest and sinking fund with

all charges, would be 13s. 8d. a thousand

gallons as the cost to the State; there-
fore can it be said that in charging 8s.

per thousand gallons in return for the °

water rale which is levied, there is any
iniquitons burden cast on the people who
get the water delivered tothem? Canit
be said that they have been called on at
once to pay interest and sinking fund?

I say that, regardless of the sinking fund, .
the whole cost of a million gallons -
delivered on the fields is 8s. a thousand, '

the price at which we are selling it now
to the smallest consumers. And as

on the one hand we are blamed for .

charging too much, lest on the other
hand we should be blamed for charging
too little, I say the price has been fixed
at what is considered a reasonable rute,
and such a rate asto encourage the con-
sumption of water on the fields. But it
has been urged that if we made a farther
redoetion in the price to the ordinary
consumer, the household consumer, we
should largely increase the consumption.
Let, us see whether there is any founda-
tion for this theory, and whether it would
be possible by a farther reduction to
reach the anticipated sale of five million
gallons per day.
plementary census made up to April,
1903, the population within the munici-
palities of Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
Boulder, was 16,268 souls; but in the
East Coolgardie magisterial district, in-
cluding Kalgoorlie and Boulder, there
were 28,196 ; so if to that number we add
Coolgardie and within a radius of six
miles from Coolgardie, we should bave to
add another 4,900 people, making a total
of 33,000 men, women, and children on
thoge goldfields to be served with water,
If, therefore, we put down 25,000 people as
being the utmost number that can possibly
be reached by this scheme, we are making
whet is indeed a most liberal allowance.
As to the quantity of water these people
could be expected to comsume, it way
come as a surprise to hon. members to
learn that a return prepared in 1901, to
which I have previously referred, shows
that the water consumption on the fields,
not only for domestic use but for ordin-
ary purposes ag well, amounted in 1901
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According to the sup-
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to only six gallons per head per diem; so
that if the people used emough water
from the Goldfields Water Scheme for all
purposes and used no more than they
have been accustomed to in the past, the
total present daily consumption would be
150,000 gallons. In course of time, and
it will take time before people will rid
themselves of their careful habits in
regard to the use of water on the fields,
let us say they will reach the uverage
per eapita consumption that exists else.
where where water is cheap, where the
climatic conditions are similar, and where
people make the most liberal use of water
for all purposes—for gardening, as has
been referred to in the Press, and for
growing things to make life more com-
fortable on the fields. TLet us put an
average at what is the amount consumed
elsewhere under the conditions I have
stated, then possibly we should reach the
average of 40 gallons per head per diem
of consumption for every man, woman,
and child. That ise a high average,
members will admit, and it would mean
¢« a total of one million gallons a day con-
sumption by the present population; and
that is an average reached only where, as
1 have said, water is of the cheapest,
is 80 cheap that it can be used lavishly.
That would give us possibly an ideal con-
sumption of a million gallons a day per
present population on those goldﬁell:ls
What possible chance therefore is there
of reaching a consumption of five
million gallons a day with the present
population ? There is no immediat: pros-
pect of reaching anything like that
quantity. Talk about reducing the price
' and selling five million gallons a day, T
am not exaggerating in the least if I say
that if we gave the water away we would
not dispose of five million gallons a day ;
perhaps we might if we diluted it, but
I doubt if we would then. T do think,
as I said last Session, that it is possible
and it is probable with wise and careful
administration to reach a total consump-
tion of two and a-half million gallons a
day. We shall have to reach that, and
the average price will have to be 6s.
before the scheme will pay its way. Ts
it too much to ask that in the meantime,
when the consumption is only one-fifth of
that quantity, that the average price shall
, be the average price that has to be
* realised when two and a-half million
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gallons are being sold? It is said the
people of the State as a whole should
bear this burden. Are they not bearing
a considerable portion of the burden and
a greater proportion for my satisfaction
altogether ? It is an unfair propertion to

my mind, and let me remind the people |

of the goldfields, if there are people there
who think this, that the Stute as a whole
took the risk of the immense expenditure
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of two and a-half millions of wmoney, |

which was the first estimate, and took 1t
cheerfully, to try an experiment to see if
they could get water for the goldfields.
It was an experiment and a risk, and a
big risk that almost to the last it was
thought would result in a failure. Sup-
posing it had, the burden was on the
people of the State as a whole, and not
upon the few people who resided on the
goldfields when the risk was undertaken.
I think the member for Northam grasped
the real situation when he said that the
climatic conditions had altered on the
fields. Undoubtedly they have: there is
water available on the goldfields to-day
such as was never contemplated when the
scheme was originated. I venture to say
that if it had been contemplated, we
should never have seen anvthing of this
scheme. Not only is that the case, but the
people have altered also; the people have
made provision for collecting and taking
care of the water that does full; and over
and above that there is available upon the
fields for the mines an immense quantity
of salt water: that also does not seem to
have been anticipated. Tt seems to have
been thought the mines would never be
short of water in any quuntity whatever.
In regard to the abundant supply of salt
water that has always been the difficulty
in dealing with the wmines in connection
with the water supply, to induce them to
abandon the supply of salt water and use
water from the scheme. I am happy fo
be able to inform the House that at last
we have induced a number of mines on
the fields to wholly abundon the use of
salt water and guarantee that they will
take no water but the water from this
scheme, and they have guaranteed that
there shall be a minimum econsumption
of half a million gallons per day. 1In
return for that the price has been reduced,
or rather that is not quite the correct way
of putting it, although the result is the
.same. It hus been agreed in return that
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there shull be a rebate of 1s. in the price
allowed them. If we take u month of 30
days, that will mean a consumption of 15
million gallons of water, with a wmonthly
revenue of £3,750. That is from the
mines alone, and it means that the mines
alone will pay £125 a day for water, and
last month when the consumption was
3,978,000 or four millions by the mines
the revenue was £1,200; so I think at all
events we may congratulate ourselves
that a fair business deal has been made
with the mines. Ti will encourage, I
hope, the mining industry, at the same
time it will have a bepeficial effect on the
revenue. I have pointed out that there
is an abundant supply of this salt water
available, and members must realise that
the mines have to pump the salt water
just the same, whether they use it or not-—
it has to be raised out of their way ; but
the result of the agreement is thut the
water shall be pumped up and allowed to
go to waste, the mines nsing nothing but
fresh water. It has also been urged that
the Government should go in for exten-
sions. As we cannot sell five million
gallons of water readily at Coolgardie
and Kalgoorlie, we should extend the
scheme in all directions, so that possibly
we may reach that total comsvmption.
That is all very well. I believe the
Government would have been prepared,
in fact I am sure they would have
been prepared, to undertake any exten-
sion where it was proved the result
would be profitable, One extension of
that kind has already been made—
that is the extension to Burbanks; but I
submit the solution of the difficulty is
not in vondertaking every extension that
happens to come along or is suggested,
whether profitable or not, because we
wonld have to undertake extensions that
are not cleurly profitable on the face of
them ; at the samme time it would mean
adding another burden to the existing
one and putting another niillstone round
our necks. As to the water available,
there seems to be an astonishing amount
of—I had better say—misconception in
regard to thizs matter. I noticed a very
extraordinary letter in the Morning
Herald of the 27th inst. That paper
stated 1hat oo that date, the 27th,
there were 589 million gallons in the
weir, whereas on that date, the 27th,
there were 621 million gallong in the
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weir; only a difference of 34 million
gallons, with & value to the State, at the
present average price, of over £10,000.
The Morning Herald gave the figures of
the 24th, for on the 24th there were
587 million gallons in the weir, but on
the 27th there were 621 million gallons,
and to-day there are 625 million gallons
in the weir, and in the pipes and reser-
voirs on the route another 83 million
gallons, making a total of 708 million
gallona. T wention thess figures to try
and impress upon members the difference
between the quantity on the 24th and the
quantity on the 27th--34 million gallons
—because it appears that this is very
cheering news. It means that the water
is beginning to run from the Dack
country. The country is so soaked, and
avery downpour of rain we get now
makes a very appreciable difference in
the gquantity of water in the weir. It
was also stated in the leader to which I
referred that the loss in 12 months at the
weir and in the pipesconveying the water
to the fields amounted to half the total
quantity in the weir; so that if we had to
supply let us say 100 million gallons of
water, it would be necessary to have 200
million gallons in the weir before we
could do it. The loss equals half of the
whole : that is a most astonishing state-
ment, and 1 can well imagine the con-
sternation that must have filled the
minds of everyone who read it, that is if
they believed it. The actual facts in regard
to the loss are these. The engineer informs
me the loss in 12 months in the weir by
evaporation, soakage, etc., ranges from 100
million to 650 million gallons : it depends
on the quantity of water impounded.
The only illustration I can give members
is to deal with the figures as we find
them to-day. As the storage is to-day
we have 625 million gallons, and the loss
in 12 months from that quantity would
be from 100 to 150 million gallons.
Members will see that it is difficult to
discriminate between 100 and 150 even
when we are dealing with that quantity
present to-day, because there always will
be a diminishing quuntity, there always
will be an outflow if there should not be
an inflow. A little farther along I hope
I shall be able to illustrate this a little
more plainly.
Mg. Pigorr: It is not very clear.

[28 Jusy, 1903.]
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Tex MINISTER FOR WORES: It
may not be to the hon. member's mind.
So much has been suid about this loss
and not being able to supply the quantity
of water demanded from us that it is
just as well the true facts should be
Enown. The loss along the track, that is
from the pipes, is very liberally estimated
if we set it down at 60 million gallons
per annum. That would be a loas of 500
gallons per mile per day for 351 miles of
pives. That is a loss which has never yet
heen experienced. The loss is something
like, or hitherto has been something like,
400 gallons per mile of pipes, therefore
the total loss in 12 montbs uader
present circumstances will not exeeed 210
million gallons. That would equal 157
million gallons for the nine months yet
remaining up to May, when we may fairly
anticipate the rainy season will again set
in. The position therefore is that we
have 708 million gallons available, and if
we deduct from that 150 million gallons
which we can take as the loss, the balance
available for disposal, if we do not get
another drop of water during the next
nine months, or until the next winter
starts, is 551 million gallons, which will
enable us to supply slightly over two
million gallons a day if we do not get
another drop of water before next May,
If you ask me whether we ure likely to be
called upon to supply two million gallons
a day, I say it is very unlikely we shall
be required to supply anything like that
quantity for some time to come.

Me. Conwor: In that caleulation,
how much are you allowing for evapora-
tion ?

Tee MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have allowed for evaporation, alse loss
along the pipe track. I have allowed 157
million gallons for loss, which is a great
deal more than c¢an reasonably be
expected, and is more than has occurred
in the experience of the past. It hag
Lieen said that the catchmeut arew ought
to be increased; that the Government
have failed in their duty in se long
neglecting so necessary a work; that it
ought to have been put in hand Jong ago,
ought by this time to hkave been com-
pleted, and that &ill it is comploted we
shall never have s sufficient quantity of
water in that reservoir. The reports of
the responsible advisers of the Govern-
ment tell a very different tale. I do not
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wish toinflict on the House the whole of
this rather volaminous file; but con-
densed as far as possible, it meaps that
the rainfall records, which have been
taken for the last 25 years, show that the
supply is sufficient to fill that weir to
overflowing ; is sufficient and more than
sufficient to give a supply of 5 million
gallons a day.
Mge. JacoBY:
the rain falls.
Tee MINISTER FOR WORES: We
can only take the experience of 25 years
as a guide; and the records show that
ample provision is made in the present
catchment area, not only for what is
likely to be needed, but for what it was
anticipated would be needed. The
Engineer-in-Chief told me in December
last that, in his opinion, it was quite
unnecessary to increase the catchment
area; he confirms that opinion on the
5th June of this year; and it is confirmed
by every engineer who has studied the
matter. It is all very well to talk
about increasing the catchwent area.
If that would not cost anything, I
suppose there would be no objection
on anvone's parl, to the increase; but it
would cost probably £20,000, and certainly
not less than £15,000. That being so,
surely the Government would have been
blamed, and rightly blamed to my wmind,
who undertook such an expense, when by
their responsible engineers, as to whose
capability there is no doubl, they were
advised that it is quite unnecessary.
That the advice was good is proved by
the quantity of water in the weir to-day,
which, as I have gaid, if we do not get
another drop in the course of this winter,
ir more than sufficient to supply all the
demands which will be made upon it
There is just one other point. I am
afraid I am wearying members; but I
wish to clear up, if I possibly can, and to
brush away those cobwebs which seem to
surround the minds of so many people in
this House, I am sorry to say, and many
more out of it. Tt is frequently said
that the cost of the scheme is less than
the original estimate, and that therefore
there is nov excuse for the water being
gold at a higher rate than was originally
intended. Now, when I informed the
House that the cost was less than the
estimate, I was glad indeed to give them
that intimation; but I referred to the

That depends upon how
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cost that had always been held would be
the cost of completion of the scheme—the
cost which became the estimated cost,
that is a quarter of a million more than
the 23 millions first provided. It was
long ago understood that the estimated
cost of the completion of che original
scheme would be £2,750,000; whereas
the capital eost in its original aspect may
be set down as £2,670,000. But it is
now argued and made much of, if you
please, that the cost bas Dbeen less than
the estimate. The cost has not been less
than the original estimate: it has been
more. It has been less than the éxpense
which it was always understood after the
first year or two had passed it would be
necessary to incur to complete the
scheme. If we add to that the cost of
the reticulation and extensions, which
can be set down at £130,000, we have a
total expenditure for this scheme of about
£2,800,000. Another point made by the
metmber for Dundas (Mr. Thomas) was that
people were called on to sigun all sorts of
ridiculous stipulations in the agreement,
and he wished that some businesslike
arrangement, could be made with the
consumers of this water. I deny that
there is anything approaching a ridicu-
lous stipulation in the agreement. I do
contend that the agreement is business-
like. Praetically it means that when a
person wishes to obtain a supply of
water from this scheme we insist that he
shall sign an agreement that he shall
purchase water from no other source. Is
not that a businesslike proposal? I
should think it would be very unbusiness.
like indeed if we entered into an arrange-
ment with a consumer at a fixed price all
the year round, while he could avail him-
self of that price when water was five,
six, or ten times the price outside, and
just leave it alone in those few months
when he could possibly get it cheaper
elsawhere. Surely it is not too much to
ask that if we supply at an average price,
which is a low price, then we sball
supply all the year round, and not just
when it is most convenient to the con-
sumer to take our water. For this reason
we stipulate that the quantity of water
given in return for the payment of the
rate shall be faken gquarterly. If that
were not required, I very much fear that
ratepavers would allow the quantity of
water to which they were entitled to
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accumulate. They would not take it in
the wioter months while they had a
supply of rainwater, or could purchase
water elsewhere at a cheaper rate: they
would allow the water available from the
scheme to accumulate, and would take it
all together in the very hottest months
when water is dearest. We provide
against any such temptation by insisting
that people shall take out their value of
water quarterly ; in short, we insist onan
average price for an average consumption.
If that be unbusinesslike, I fear 1 must
plead guilty to being unbusinesslike ;
but iu the administration of this scheme
I intend, always subject to my colleagues’
coinciding with me, to endeavour to be as
unbusinesslike as that
also.
references were made on which I should
like to comment. The member for Wel-
lington (Mr. Teesdale Smith) made
some scathing remarks on the adwinis-
tration of the railways by the Com-
missioner (Mr. W. J. George). I quite
understand that to a gentleman in the

{28 Jury, 1803.]

in the future ;
In the course of this debate some ;

position of the member for Wellington, -
" for a display of what he is pleased to

who has to manage one of the largest

buginess concerns if not the lurgestin

this State, it must be annoying and

aggravating not to be able to do business
+ artisans, as unfortunately can be seen in

with outside people just as quickly or as
much to his hiking as he is in the habit of
doing it in his own office. T can well
understand that he is impatient of delay;
and perhaps—I hope he will pardon my
saying so—he expects to get more atten-
tion than he is reasonably entitled to.
[Me. Tegspare SmiTa: A reply in nine
months!] But I am bound to say this—
Tt is nouse disguising a fact which is so
apparent.: I regret that the manner of
the Cowmissioner is sometimes rather
brusque. But those who know him—and
the hon. member knows him full well—
realise that it is only sorface manner;

that vnderneath a somewhat abruptstyle

there is at least honesty of purpose.

Me. TeespaLE Smrth : Healways tells

us RO, ANYWAY.
Tre MINISTER FOR WORKS:
And the hon. member believes it, too.

Though the manner may not be perfect, .

yeb the intention is good, I regret that
in regard to the the specific cases the hon.
member cited 1 have not yet the informa-
tion which would epable me to answer
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Undoubtedly his complaints demand
inguiry, and that inquoiry will be made.
But I cannot leave the subject without
expressing the hope that the member for
Wellington who, smarl business man as
he is, is yet one of the most good-patured
men inthe State—that is my experience
of him—will allow some of that good
nature to be apparent when he is deuling
in future with the Commissioner, and will
try whether between the two of them they
cannot manage to get along a little better
than in the past. But one word more,
The member for West Kimberley (Mr.
Pigott) said he regretted there was not
a touch of what he deseribed as “ Irvine-
ism ” in the Government policy ; und the
member for Dundas coincided with him
and expressed the wish that a man would
arise, either on the Opposition side of
the House or on this, who would be com-
petent to deal satisfactorily with sitva-
tions that crop up, and impart to them
a touch of Irvineism. Personally I
regret that the hon. member should have
mentioned this. I do not think we wish
to see the necessity arise in this State

call “Irvineism.” I do not think any
one of us wishes to see every steamer
which leaves this State bear away trained

Victoria to-day. But he who praises
this so-called Irvineism, and he who
blames it, to my mind fails to grasp its
full meaning, fails to read the * writing
on the wall” which is writ so large that
he who rums way read. Tt means
simply that the dominant factor in
all such questions is public opinion.
Without public opinion at ita back, all
the Trvineism in the world wonld be of no
avail; and I shounld like to say this, if T
thought my words could possibly be
heeded, I should like to ask both
employer and employed to take care fo
be reasonable, to be moderate, and to be
just, because if they are not, if once they
become unreasonable in their demands,
either oue or the other, depend upon it
they will forfeit that bulwark of publie
opinion, and are bound to Jose. As to the
wish that a mwan would arise competent
to deal with these subjects, I think the
lon. member for Dundas {Mr. Thomas)
might be quite content on that score.
If the time should arrive when the people

the hon. member in a way I should like. | become unreasonable in their demands,
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when they cease to be moderate and when
they cease to be just, if unfortunately,
those circumstances should arise, depend
upon it the men will not be wanting. At
all events, T am convinced that theleader
of the present Government and every one
of his colleagues will not hesitate to risk
their position on this bench, to risk
the loss of emolument of office so often
referred to, and even to risk their seats in
this House, to do that which they conceive
to be their duty to the country. I cannot
sit down without offering a few words of
congratulation to my friend the leader of
the Opposition. It is rather a delicate
task, because the more I wish him a
pleasant and bappy time, the more he
may think I am indulging in sarcasm ;
but I do myself sincerely wish him all
those things one on this side may wish
one on the other side. I sincerely hope
that he may not have an undue anxiety
to change his locality. I thank hon.mem-
bers for the very kind hearing they have
given to me. I hope—indeed to my mind
there are signs of it—that in this the
last session of the present Parliament
there will not be so much party feeling as
perhaps has been displayed on other
occasions, that we shall confine ourselves
more to the work which is before us, and
that we shall indeed get through some
work which will be of benefit to the State
and accomplish some good to the country,
I hope our eiforts will be confined to that
direction, and if so, then and then only
may we expect that the desire expressed
in the concluding paragraph of His
Excellency’s Speech, that the Dblessing
of Providence may rest upon our labours,
will be realised. (General applause.)

[Mg. Harper took the Chair. ]

Mz. ¥. CONNOR (East Kimberley) :
I have first to congratulate the country
and the members of this House on the
fact that the Hon. Sir James Lee Steere
has come back to preside over us as
Speaker, and I have to welcome him to
that honourable position, although he is
not here just now. I have also to con-
gratulate my friends who occupy the
Ministerial bench on the energy dis-
played by them eince their accession to
office. Indeed, it is most admirable to
koow that all the backblocks of this

country have been explored by the hon. , But what does it mean ¢
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members who sit there. All that it is
possible to know of what was not known
before by even pioneers is now quite plain
to Ministers. However, there is the
other gquestion to be thought about in
connection with that matter. There is
the cost of all these juunts through the
country. I wantto know, members of the
House will want to know, and the public
we represent will want to know, what
they will cost. [Interjection by the Pre-
mier.] Alter the Constitution, and I will
help you every time when it is fair. Every
time I spoke here I agreed that there
should be a redistribution in this House.
I will not go so far as to say there shoyld.
be a redistribution of seats on a population
basis, because that would be an injustice
to parts of the country, but that statement
—1 take it as a statement—from the
Premier is absolutely not according to
fact.

Tae PreMIER: I am referring to that
question of turning the two Kimberley
electorates into one.

Me. CONNOR : I say it is not fair.
We want to kuow also what the cost of
the cruise of the Penguin is going to be.
I am not going to follow in the footsteps
of the Press or a section of the Press and
discuss creature comforts on board the
Penguin, but 1 say the country will want
to kmow what the cost of the cruise of
the Perguin will be when it is put down
in broad figures.

Tur PrEmMiER: Why do you not ask
for u return ¥

Mer. CONNOR: We are coming to
that, if the Premier will wait. T listenad
to the burning eloquent speech just de-
livered by the Mimster for Works and
Railways. I call it a most excellent
speech; but I cannot help saying it is
absolutely the most watery speech 1 ever
listened to. I do not propose to take the
items of the Speech sent down to us by
His Exceliency, but I must try and offer
some few sugyestions to the Government
as to some of the things which have been
set forth in the Speech, and which should
be altered, and some of the things which
are omitted from the Speech. Since the
opening of the debate in this House, we
have heard a good deal in conmection
with preferential trade. If preferemtial
trade 1s going tobe of great henefit. to us, by
all means join in the movement, towards it.
Does it wmean
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protection, or does it mean free-trade? |

We have been told that the question of
protection and free-trade has gone away
from us, und has gone to the Federal
Parliament. 'Why do the members speak
about it here now, I want to know? If
we are to take on this preferential trade
and eloser relationship business, then we
are going to follow again in the footsteps
we followed before, when my friends the
Premier and the Colonial Treasurer were
leaders of the movement which led us
into Federation,

Tae Premier: Hear, hear.

Me. CONNOR: Weare going to follow
in the same footsteps again.

Tre PrEMIER: Hear, hear; you can-
not follow better leaders.

Mg. CONNOR: May I also peint out
to hon. members this fact, that a nominee
for the Federal Parliament—a nominee
of the Government who ceriainly will be
elected to-morrow—is going there. What
is he going there as—a free-trader or a
protectionist ?  What have the Govern-
ment elected him as? Tt is on this fiscal
question that members are elected. I
say he is going as a free-trader, and that
the Government could not send anyome
but a free-trader who would be in touch
with the people who are keeping them in
power. If he is going as a free-trader,
why do not the Government take the bull
by the horns, as they should do—why
do they not do away with all those duties
which the sliding scale keeps up, and
which are so hard on people. The Gov-
ernment went to the Treasury bench
as the friends of the people, and I say
that as the friends of the people they
ought to make an alteration in the tariff.
‘We should wipe out of the Tariff Act
those articles which are affected by
the sliding scale—the duty on butter,
eggs, bacon, preserved meats, cheese,
ontons, and potatoes. There are two
reasous why we ought to do that. The
first reason is because, according to the
Treasurer’s statement, we do not require
the revenue, He says we have a surplus
of, T think, £300,000. If we have
a surplus, we do not require the revenue;
and another and the principal reason
is that people demand that these duties
shall be abolished, and this House must
follow the people independently of the
views of those who sit on the Treasury
bench. When our hon. friends on the
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Treasury bench were discussing federa-
tion, they told us that if we joined
federation all would be well, that credit
would be established, and that we should
get money cheaper. But since we joined
federation, the Treasurer has found a
little more difficulty than he anticipated.
He got the money, but at such a price
that is not for the benefit of the country,
and it is detrimental to the interests of
the State that we should have to borrow
money at the price he had to pay for it.
We hear a good deal of a Transcontinental
Railway. We are told that if we do not
get it the country will not be a success,
and that we shall be great losers. That
is said by people on the coast. Then we
are told by people on the goldfields that
they do not want the Transcontinental
Railway. There are two different opinions,
I unhesitatingly say that the people who
are going to lose most through the Trans-
continental Railway are the people who
live on the coast. They are going to loge
every time, and the people on the gold-
fields whoe say that they do not want this
Transcontintul Railway are those who are
going to gain. Why should people, if
they want to go to the centres of popula-
tion in the Eastern States, travel down
here, if there were a raillway to Port
Augusta? Why should they spend two
or three days travelling, and wait here
possibly three or four days in winter for
a boat to travel round the Levuwin?
Why should they come down here and
go back the same way, if there were a
railway ? I do not know why the people
in this part of the country are in such a
hurry for the Transcontinental Railway.
My opinion is that it will be absolutely
detrimental 1o the interests of Perth and
Fremantle, I have always thought so.
I have never before expressed my opinion
on this question publicly, but I do sonow
as a man of fairly good business capacity
and as one who, controlling a large com-
wercial concern, ought to buve a fair
knowledge of figures and a reasonable
degree of ability to estimate the result of
o deviation of traffic. If the Transcon-
tinental Railway be econstructed, Perth
and Fremantle will lose, while Kalgoorlie
and the Eastern Goldfields generally will
gain. Therefore T am at a loss to under-
stand how it comes about that we in
Perth and Fremantle should be fighting
for the Transcontinental Railway and the
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people on the Eastern Goldfields fighting
against it. Tt seems to me that some-
thing is very much wrong. I am con-
vinced that South Australia will derive
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all possible benefit, and that we shall .
 about the Collie line, but the Minister for

suffer a heavy loss, from the Transconti-
nental line. The goldfields residents
who now pass throngh Perth and Fre-
mantle on their way to the Eastern
States will not visit this part of Western
Australia if that railway is built: they
will go direct from the fields eastward.
Were I a goldfields resident, I should
advocate the construction of the line; but
living here in Perth, I oppose the project.
The attitude may not be altogether o
national one or a federal one, but I am
gpeaking now as a resident of the coastal
portion of the State. I say that unques-
tionably the Transcontinental Railway
will do this part of Western Austraba a
great deal of harm. The line may advan-
tage the rest of Australia, and may be the
means of promoting a great scheme of
Federal defence, of which, however, I do
not know much, since Tam not a fighting
man. ‘The Speech almost asks us to
agree—indeed I believe a Bill will be
brought down for the purpose—to the
construction of a broad-gauge railway
between Fremantle and the Bastern Gold-
fields. If that project be carried out, we
shall need fresh rolling-stock, and the
whole work will cost something like two
or three millions. And that is the scheme
to which the Premier has almost com-
mitted the country! It is to be carried
out, moreover, at 2 moment's notice. I
really believe this to be the maddest and
wildest scheme ever presented to Parlia-
went. However, the subject willcome up
for discussion; we are simply on the
fringe of it now. The duty of members
is to express their opinions ; some may do
well, and some may do badly; but we all
do it to the best of our ability, anyhow.
My object in calling atteation to this
question is to arouse public opinion, so
that the country may not be led heed-
lessly into wild schemes for which it will
be very sorry later. The project to con-
tinve the Morgans railway to Laverton
I entirely support. I care not what part
of the country a development scheme
may be designed to benetit, I shall always
support the granting of facilities to
miners, pioncers, and explorers, so long
as the money can possibly be found
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without involving the State in bank.
ruptey. - I can fairly claim that every
scheme of the kind has had my support
for the last 11 years; indeed, I am proud
to make the claim. I do not know mueh

Lands has stated that good agricultural
land is to be found between the point at
which the proposed railway leaves the
Eastern Goldfields line and the point at
which it is to join the Great Southern.

TeE MinisTer FOR LawNDs: No; I
said between Collie and the Great South-
ern Railway.

Mzr. CONNQR: If the line is not to
join the Eastern Goldfields Railway, how
can it supply eoal to the goldfields ?

MzmBER : The hon. member has not
read the Glovernor's Speech.

Mz. CONNOR : I have read the Speech
carefully. Does not the Minister state
that the proposed Cellic line would open
up good agricultural country?

TreE MivisTER ForR Lanps: Yes.

Mr. CONNOE: Then I qualify my
previous statement by saying that if we
van afford to buoild the line we shonld
build it, becanse the opening up of good
agricultural land is of distinct advantage
to the State. We want people to settle
on our land, and railway construction
through good agricultural country is the
best means of promoliog land settlement,
unless the Premier’s new-fangled scheme
of motor cars should be brought into
operation. A question of some import-
ance to Fremantle is that of the Jandakot
Railway : at least, it is oot the Jandakot
Railway. Iknow a bit about that country,
and I also know a little of the district
throngh which the alternative route
passes. I refer to the district between
Owen’s Anchorage and Jarrahdale. I
may claim to speak with authority,
because a section of the line has been
alreudy lLuilt, and because I can take to
myselt the credit of having got it built.
In Fremantle, that section is kpnown as
*Connor's Railway.” “(Connor’s rail-
way’ was built to take stock away from
Owen’s Anchorage. Now, there has
appeared in the papers a good deal of
correspondence in connection with this
subject, and there has been one letter
which rather surprised me. It was signed
by the member for East Fremantle (Mr.
Holmes). Iu it the hon. member tells
us, or tells the public of whomm I am
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one—or I mway say he infers—that his '

influence with the Government is such
that he would not allow the suggested
railway to be built fromm Owen's Anchor-
age to Armadale.

Me. HormEes (in explanation) : I give
that statement @ most emphatic denial.
I never wrote any such thing, nor has
any such statement appeared in print
with my name attached to it.

Mr. CONNOR: Anyhow, I saw it in
print.

MemeEr : Then you cannot read.

Mg. CONNOR: My eyesight may not
be too good, but anyhow I read that.
Fortunately I cut the paragraph out of
the paper, and I shall show it to the hon.
member later.

Mr. Hormes: When you examine the
cutting, you will find that it is signed by
J. A, Hicks,

Mr. CONNOR: No; by J. J. Holnes.
Of course, I acquit the hon. member of
having written the letter, but I ean only
go by what I read. The letter states
that the hon. member’s influence with
Minigters is such that the Government
would not think of letting the railway go
to Armadale. I have to point out, how-
ever, that, after all, railways are built not
for the purpose of improving unimproved
estates, but to follow population, to go
where the people have settled, and where
the people ask that they should go. 1
believe the intention of the Govermment
is to take that railway lo Jarrahdale
Junction, and I tell the Government that
if they do so it will be done in defiance of
the votes of a proportion of this House.
I believe the proportion of votes which
the (Fovernment will have to face on that
question will be a majority.

Tue Premier: Oh, shocking!

Me. CONNOR: The Premier jumped
at that, and I knew that he would jump.
I thought he would come at me, and he
came. 1 have no desire to be personal,
but talking in a strictly political sense, T
may call the Premier a political trout,
who jumps at every fly offered him.

Tue PremiEr: At every political
blowfly. )

Me. CONNOR: The Premier will
jump at any gandy-coloured fly. The
other day the hon. gentleman told a
number of people that if they wanted
anything they must act ou the principle
of hustle, hustle, huatle. Later the
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Premier went to Jandakot, and because
the people there hustled, he told them
they * had better be satisfied with half a
loaf than get no bread.” That is the
position of the political hustler. When
he finds people hustling for what they
bave a right to get, he says, “I do not
like people to hustle; I like people to act
on the principle of taking half a loaf in
preference to getting no bread.”

Tae PREMIER: Don’t you think the
advice good ?

Mr. CONNOR : One work which must
be carried out as soon as we can possibly
sfford it is a railway inland in the North-
West. T will not say whether the railway
should run from Roebourne, or Port Hed-
land, or Wyndham ; but the people of
the North want some communication
which will carry them more quickly than
docs travelling behind a bullock team at
the rate of five or six miles a day. The
people of the North want something
which will run quickly, whether it be s
tramnway or a narrow-gauge railway; and
that work has got to be done. I was
highly pleased at the Colonial Secretary’s
statement to his old constituents—we are
always kind to our old constituents —that
he agreed that the construction of a rail-
way to Marble Bar was necessary, and
would be a good thing for the country.
Undoubtedly, it must be done. If the
present Government can undertake the
work the House will support it; but if
the Government cannot undertake it,
then it must be done by other means.
This is the first time in 11 years that I
have risen in the House to speak on
behalf of private enterprise in railway
construction, and I now say that if the
Government will not or cannot build the
railway in the North-West, then private
enterprise must be allowed to do so, on
fair ines. I regret to have to say that
in such a case the work must be carried
out by private enterprise, bui I see no
alternative if the Governmeni do not
undertake it. Railway extension is alwuys
necessary in new countries. In that way
the Americans have developed their
country, and we cannot follow a better
example. 'We cannot offer a better means
of ndvancement. for the State as a whole
than we do Dby enabling the people to
travel as fast as possible. Next, I turn
to the question of railway administration.
During the course of the very watery
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speech which we have had from the |
Minister for Railways, we did not hear a

single word about the adwministration of |

the Railway Department. The hon. |
gentleman did not inform us whether |
the railways are paying or losing. Suvely
the House ought to know whether or not
they are paying; surely some official inti-
mation ought to be given. True, the report
of the Commissioner of Railways has
not been published ; but nevertheless we
are supposed to discuss the affairs of the
country in this debate on the Address-in-
Reply Had any other mewmber of the
(Government but the Minister for Rail-
ways risen to speak, I should not have
referred to the matter; but here we have
o Mipister for Railways speaking for
hours without ever mentioning whether
or not the railways are paying.

M=. Burees: What does the Speech
Bay P

%IR. CONNOR : The Minister has not
condescended to tell us whether or not
the new Commissioner has been a success,
‘We want to know,

Mr. Boroes: How are the railway
rates going to be reduced if the Commis-
sioner is not a suceess ?

Mr. CONNOR: Produce is going
down, and that will reduce the rates. I
have a personal knowledge of instances
of very bad management in connection
with the railways. I could refer to half-
a-dozen pointy—possibly they may be con-
sidered points of detail, but details in
the aggregate are important, and involve
guccess or failure—-wherein the manage-
ment might be materially improved.
It is a question of detail ; you either win
or lose. At Fremantle, the terminus of
the railway, where more passengers get
in than at any station ‘except at Perth,
the train is backed into the station 60
yards from the barrier. The porter at
the barrier sings out “ Huwrry up” and
another fellow whistles, and you see
women and children ruoning 60 yards,
when two or three puffs from the engine
would bring the train down as far as the
barrier. It is the worst-managed station
in the State. This matter has been
brought under the notice of the people
who are responsible for it, but the same
thing is continued every day. The
sanitary arrangements of the station are
disgraceful; absolutely positively dis-
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gusting. If 1 were to go into the
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quegtion of rates T could unfold a tale; it
might be looked upon as a persunal
matter, but I could unfold a tale. With-
out notice or anything being gazetted or
recorded or approved of by the superior
officers, the rates are altered on the
railways times out of pumber. T told
the Minister for Railways about this,
and I can show him absolute proof of it.
We expected when the Minister spoke he
would tell us something about the position
of. the railways, because, after all,
they are the greatest asset of the State.
But he got up and talked water, water,
water, without giving us uny ioformation
about the railways. There is a little
matter that strikes me just as I go along.
We are accused in this country of not
providing sufficient amusement for the
people, for mnot providing places of
recreation : may I suggest to the Premier
the making of a road from Leederville to
South Fremantle. It would not cost
much money, and it wonld be the means
of advertising the country and be a
source of pleasure to the people of the
State. Railways are all very well in a
way ; we want them us soon as we can get
them. One item referred to by the
member for East Fremantle to-night,
which to my mind—and I am speaking
as one who should know—is of more
importance to the country to-day than
even the extension of railways, is
the building of a dock at Fremantle.
It is a pational work and an absolute
necessity. It would create a mnecessity
for skilled labour; it would be the
means of bringing to this country the
class of people we want to settle here;
it would seftle a great many diffieulties
in connection with the shipping on the
coast which exist to-day; it would make
for Fremantle the name of a great port
which it is not in the proper sense of the
word to-day. I hope this will be under-
taken immediately by the Grovernment,
I believe a site has been suggested at East
Fremantle—I hope there will be no more
secret purchases ; we do not want to see
any more of that business. Undoubtedly
and unquestionably what we must depend
on in the country is mining; later on it
will be agriculture, but to-day we are
depending on mining. T do not think we
attend sufficdently to the people who
have initiated the work in comnection
with mining: I do oot think we give
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sufficient encouragement to prospectors,
I do not think we give tenure to the man
who goes out and finds a mine a long
way away from where any other mining
operations are being carried on. When
a prospector finds o, mine he has o right
to the freehold of that mine. I do not
think there should be any doubt about
that. A prospecting area should be
given absolutely to the man, not on con-
ditions of working or anything else. [n
A merica they do this.

Tre MinisTER For Lanps: They are
gorry for it in America.

Me. CONNOR: If they are sorvy for
it, we know the conntry is more powerful
than we are likely to be. They have
done this in the past and they are doing
it still. A man goes out into the wilder-
ness, finds a mine or an auriferous area
and proves it to be gold.bearing. Por-
tion of that area should be given
absolutely to the man as a freehold.

Mr. Yerverron: No.

Me. CONNOR: Oh yus; it does not
suit my second party here. More en-
couragement should be given to prospect-
ing in this country, Men should be
encouraged to rigk their lives in finding a
mine. I am glad to say the Minister for
Mines has been helping prospecting
parties by giving them camels to go out
and look for new country: that is
one of the best things that can be
done, and it does not cost much money.
Although the Government claim that
they started Government. batteries, they
did not. The Government batteries were
initiated by the Forrest Government,
when I was one of their humble sup-
porters. I give the present Government
all the credit possible for carrying out
the policy, and I say, go on, you cannot
do too much. The Government cannot
spend too much money in erecting public
batteries in mining districts to help
people who cannot put up batteries for
themselves. 1 say, go farther and put
up, if necessary, cyanide plants, which
are not very expensive. I now come to
a question which has been mentioned in
the House more than once, and which
was mentioned to-night by the member
for East Fremantle. It may be new to
some members who have not been so long
in the House as I have, but it is a
perennial question which has been coming
up year after year, session after session;
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I refer to the tick question. 1 follow the
member for East Fremantle in this
remarks on this. What is the use of the
restrictions we have at the present time ¥
What are they for? Wehave been bring-
ing cattle down from Kiwberley for the
the last ten years—I surely know all
about this. There is not a railway
station in Western Australia, there is not
a town of any importance in Western
Australin that ticked cattle huve not been
distributed in and delivered in for the
last seven or eight years, except during
the term they were prohibited. There is
not a place where cattle have not been
gent to, and to-day ticked cattle are being
distributed all over the place. To-day
they are taken as fat cattle to the gold-
fields. Whatis the use of the regulations
and the restrictions. They are the greatest
travesty on common sense that ever
occurred in the world. There is abso-
lutely no veason or sense in the restric-
tions. May I tell members—I wish to
be honest with them—if the Government
take the restrictions off, if they remove
them to-worrow, I lose by it. If the tick
restrictions are kept on I am richer per-
sonally ; still T usk for the prohibition to
be removed. Why am I the richer if
the restrictions are kept on ? Because it
stops the small man from going into the
trade. At present the trade is in the
bhands of a few people: they deserve it,
they own it, for they bought it at a very
dear price. It is in the haads of a few
people, and if the restrictions are kept on
the trade will remain in their hands. If
the restrictions are taken off, it will enable
the small man to go into this trade. It
gives a possibility of stocking the country
down here, which with the restrictions
cannot be done. As far as fat stock are
concerned, to me personally—and I want
to be clear on this—take the restrictions
off and you do an injury to my pocket;
still I advocate taking off the restrictions
all the same. As long as the trade is in
the hands of two or three—three it 18—
it will stay there. Take the restrictions
off and you give an opportunity to the
Adelaide Steamship }C)Jo. and to other
shipping companies to give freight to the
smaller men. Keep the restrictions on,
and the small man cannot come in ; they
cannot afford to build yurds at Owen's
Anchorage to bold ticked cattle. 1 want
to tell members that I am advocating
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what will go against me, but whatis in | by private enferprise.

the interests of my constituents. Go to
Owen's Anchorage and see how the
restrictions are carried out there. Why it
is eruelty to the animals: they are right
up in the bog, I won't say how far. If
you keep the restrictions on, you keep
meat dear. The Premier has gone, I am
sorry tosay. I was going to refer to him.
The prohibition of Kimberley cattle was
discussed when the late lamented Mr.
Leake sat in Opposition, with Mr. Simp-
gon, Mr. James, Mr. Illingworth, and
one or two more. At that time their
policy was cheap meat for the people.
They knew there was no harm in letting
the cattle in; it was then their policy to
say, “ Do away with the restrictions and
let the cattle come in;™ but the Govern-
ment did not do it, because the member
for East Fremantle and the member for
West Kimberley sat on the Government
side of the House. The supply of meat
in this State is rather ap important
matter. People must have fresh meat.
Those who are in the trade generally are
bringing dowu from East Kimberley
20,000 fat bullocks a year. I want to
know what the people would do without
these cattle. There is only one thing that
should be done, and I mentioned this to
the Minister for Lands. Either prohibit
the cattle or adopt regulations which suit
the country, like Queensland bas. I
would bring the cattle down and let them

Tre Minisrer rFor Lanps: We are
just about to experiment in that direction.

Mgr. CONNOR: I hope the Minister
will do that. It has been going on for 10
years now.

Tee MivisTEr FOR Lanps: Thereis
nothing on record to show that.

Mg. CONNOR: There is another ques-
tion which was touched on by the member
for Bast Fremantle, and it is one which
this country has got to face soomer or
later; the carriage by cold storage of
mutton and beef grown in the northern
portion of this country. The cattle will
not continue to be carried in steamers
alive; it is unnatural; it should not be
80. Science has provided a means by
which cattle can be killed in the far
North without loss of weight, be frozen or
chilled, and bronght down here in steam-
ers. The House must decide whether
that is to be done by the Government or

[ASSEMBLY ]

Fourth day.

My opinion 18
that the Government should step in now
and take it io hand; make it a national
work and a4 national asset; make it of
some use lo the State. Step in before
some London cowmpany comes along—1T
know negotiations for such an enterprise
are at present proceeding—und do not
allow another lhiuge monopoly to grow
up in this country, a monopoly which
will soon arise if the Government are not
careful. Personally I should prefer it to
arise, because I should benefit by it; but
T am new talking as a public man, and
must speak as I feel, conscientiously in
the public interests. The member for
Fast Fremantle (Mr. Holmes) agreed
with all that, but he objected to cattle
being dipped and sent to West Kimberley.
He objected to a dip ut Hall’s Creek. I
should like to know why the hon. mem-
ber objected to that.

Mr. Hormes: I did not mention a

dip.
I]}Hx.. CONNOR: He objected to ticked
cattle going through West Kimberley.
Now if a dip is good enough in Queens-
land and in South Australia—and I
assure hon. members thut the practice
there at present is to dip cattle and let
them go—surely it cught to be good
enonugh for us,

Mr. Houmzs: It is good enough to
experiment here first, before putling
cattle into clean herds in West Kimberley.

Me. CONNOR: We have experi-
mented, and have proved our experi-
ments to be successful. [Mgr. HoLmes:
No.] The hon. member knows we have.
I was there with him when we saw those
experiments successtully conducted. But
even if we had not experimented, surely
what is good enough for Queensland and
South Australia—more important cattle
States than this-—is good enough for us.

Tre MinrsTeER For Laxps: There are
no dips in South Australia. I had a
wire to that effect fromn the Chief Inspec-
tor of Stock.

Mr. CONNOR: Well, he does not
know. There iz a dip in the Northern
Territory, aund that is in South Australia.
Cold storage should be provided in Fre-
mantle also, and I should say on the
south side of the rviver. Some time ago
it was suggested that it be established on
the north side of the river; bnt that
would be useless, becanse if the Govern-
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ment built on the north, as I believe they
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intend to build, they would have to get &

boat to bring across the Fremantle sup-
plies, and would, moreover, be out of
touch with the railway system. The
proper site is on the south side, some-
where near Victoria Wharf, I have
spoken at length on this matter of cold
storage and on the tick question. I tell
wembers that if they do not bestir them-
selves, and muke the conditions of this
trade such that the people will get some
benefit from it, South African firms will
walk in and take away the trade by pur.

chasing the supplies which are at present °

coming to Fremantle. How can they do

it? Because their works will be very '

extensive, and it will pay growers better,

although they sell their stack at a lower

price, to freeze it in large quantities at
Wyndham—about the nearest port to
South Africa—and take the cattle from
Wyndham to that conntry. I am much
in earnest on this matter, which ought to
be fully discussed, and is well worthy
the attention of the Government. Tf the
expression is Parliamentary, I will give
the Minister for Lands a tip. I will
suggest fo him that the best thing he can
do to develop this country generally
and the North in particular is to pro-
mote water conservation. New South
Wales has arrived at the conclusion
that water must be provided for her
stock on account of the droughts.
We may bave a drought in this country
at any time. Given a drought in Kim-
berley for a year, and no fat stock
will come south. The people here would
then be in a particularly bad way. 1
do not know whence they would get their
supplies. The country would be benefited
if the Minister could put down trial
artesian bores in good pastoral country
that ia not absolutely certain of rainfal.
Having put down a bore and obtained
water, make the cost a tax on the land
adjacent. Provided no water were found,
then the bore was an experiment of the
Government te which I am sure Parlia-
ment would not object. The Premier, I
see, has gone away; yet one of his
favourite subjects now crops up—the
question of education. Referring to the
Speech, I do not think the idea regarding
secondory schools o good one for this
country at present. There are many
reasons for and against all such proposals;
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but I will give two reasons which I think
ought to be sufficient against them.
First, there is no necessity for secondary
schools ; and second and most important,
the vountry cannot afford them. If any
member wishes to know why they arenot
required, 1 can go into that; and if he
wishes to know why we cannot afford
them, I will refer him to the Treasurer.
If we look to other countries for examples,
we shall find them in plenty. Take
Victoria, where. after spending nearly a
million pounds in a similar experiment,
good, tried, and valuable servants had to
be discharged in great numbers; and if
we take even that advanced country, New
Zealand, where the educational system
attained such perfection that the people
thought they were becoming the greatest
nation in the world, we find the expense
nearly brought them into financial trouble.
It we take these examples, we shall see
that the Government scheme is not prac-
ticable. 'We huve not the money to spend
on it; and I think the idea must be
dropped by the Government. We can
look back to the time, some years ago,
when there was a great fight in this House
on the question, and can think things out.
If we require higher education we can
get it by paying for it; and the only
manner in which this country can afford
to pay for higher education is by pay-
ing for results. If we pay for results
we shall get the required education,
becanse the boys will attend and get
their teachers to bring them on till they
attain a certain standard. Never mind
which boy it is; so long as- he attains
that standard, you pay the teacher.

Mg. Buoraes: What! Push on a few
likely schools and let the rest drop out ¥

Mr. CONNOR: I caunot understand
the bon. member. As regards a Univer-
sity, I support the Government proposal.
I would not support it for the purpose of
providing what is called higher education,
namely the granting of diplomas to
bachelors of arts, and so on. We need a
University on a more practical model.
‘We need teachers of minerulogy, geology,
and scientific agriculture; and another
very important subject is forestry. We
have a commission sitting now to inquire
into our timber industry; but we find
that our Forestry Department cost us for
the vear 1902 £4,301, while the revenne
was £18,000. In 1898 the revenue was
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£30,000, and the cost £3,356. 1 cannot | Western Australia so well is treafing th

find any use for a department which pro-
gresses in that way. Another thing: it
is necessary that we should replant where
all this timber bas been cut down. The
first time I stood in this House I had the
honour of seconding the Address-in-Reply,
and I remember one matter on which I
spoke was the efficient conservation of
forests and replanting. Where a tree iscut
down it should be incumbent upon who-
ever cuts it down to put a certain number
of trees in its place. A perennial idea
has come before this House in connection
with explosives. I think every Session of
. Parlinment during the time I have been
here since explosives magazines have
been established I have objected to their
being there. I told the House of wmy
own knowledge of & swagman coming in
from Rockinghain and lighting bis fire
under one of these magazines. We have
had experience which ought to have
proved to the Government that they were
very foolish in allowing the magazines to
stay so long, and in my opinion it ia
absolntely criminal on the part of the
Government that they have not wore
protection now. In fuct the magazines
-ought to be taken away.

Tae Premier : How did the swagman
get under a magazine ?

Mze. CONNOR: He got alongside one.

Tre Mimisrer For Mines: You said
“ ander.”

Me. CONNOR: I could get under
one, and I am bigger than he 15. They
are built on piles, I am down there
oftener than the hon. gentleman, and
have seen them. The policy of this
Government 15 to have cheap meat for
the people. One of the waysto get cheap
meat is by giving facilities to a certain
extent. There has been on the Estimates
now for the last three or four Parlia-
ments a sum to provide a road from
Rockingbam right into the abattoirs at
Owen’s Anchorage, yet that road has
never been established, but gsome influ-
ence has been brought to bear about two
or three hundred yards away where a
lime-burner starts, and be can do it.
The people who wanted the abattoirs
offered to build the road themselves and
to pay the money, but the Minister for
Works, who i8 not now in his seat,
refused to take it. That is the way in
which this great Government running

people. There is the question of th
Bunbury harbour work, where it is pro
posed that we shall spend, I think
£120,000. That is a pretty large sum
If it is for the purpose solely of exporta
tion of timber and it is justifiable to kee
the trade going for some years, I wil
support it. But we have been told tha
it is also for the purpose of exportin
Collie coul. Tt is no good te build :
harbour at Bunbury for exporting Colli
coal, for unfortunately we have prove
that Collie cozl put into a steamer i
almost cerlain of spontaneous combus
tion. In the steamer ‘Tangier,” fo
which my people were agents, Collie coa
was on board and three fires started o1
that steamer. We cannot, under th
circumstances, afford to spend £120,001
on Bunbury harbour to make it so tha
we may export coal that will never b
exported. I shall certainly not suppor
the expenditure of that money.

Mgr. Haywarp: They are getting :
different class of coal.

Me. CONNOR: I am pleased to liea
that. If thatis so, T am glad to with
deaw all T have said. A matter whiel
particularly demands the attention of thi
House is a simplification of the bank
ruptey laws, We know that when an;
unfortunate man cannot pay his way, ans
has to appeal to the Bankruptey Court
it is absolute and ntter ruin. The red
tapeism and the details it is necessary t
get through, with the stationery wasted
are very disgusting and very annoying t
business people. I would ask the Pre
mier to bear that in mind, and have som
alteration made so that it would be easie
for the people who unfortunately have &
take that refuge.

Tee Premier: What we want to d
is to save people, by good policy, fron
becoming bankrupt.

Mr. CONNOR: There is the questio
of the Royal Commission in connectio
with the Public Service. I do not knov
whether members have really graspe
what this farce is likely to Lurn out to be
I do not know why the Government hav
not the backbone to stop it. Theyhave tol:
us they will not carry cut the recommen
dations of the Commission. For good
ness sake then, if they are not going t
do that, get rid of the Commission.
cannot help, on this occasion, which ma
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be my last appearance here, staling that
T regret the fact that the late Chief
Inspector of Stock, Mr. Morton Craig,
was asked to resign the position ; because
I say he has done good service to this
country. He has been anything but a
friend to me, but still I admire the wan
for bis iron-bound character; a man who,
in the face of opposition, took the position
whirh he believed to be a just one, and
was not afraid to carry it out. I think
the country treated him badly. In con-
nection with the * Julia Percy ¥ steamer,
which is going to cost this country£5,500
a year, I think for three years, it may be
all very well for a new green politician or
statesman—possibly I must say statesman
—to go and subsidise a steamer, to run a
new company, people who were not here
before, against people who have traded
this coast with their steamers, and have
lost money in running steamers bere; but
I say the matter should have been open
to competition.

Tre Premier: Which steamship lost
money by running along that coast?

Me. CONNOR : The * Blue Star.”

-Tae Premier: That was only here a
short time.

Mz. CONNOR: It has been running
here for nine years. I think there is a
worse mistake than that. There is this
fact brought, I believe, to bear, that ** Julia
Percy " cargo gets through lading to
stations on the Government railways. I
do not know whether that is so. have
been told by a fairly good authority that
such is the case. I repeat that I do not
say it is; but I assert that if sucha thing
is entertained by the Government they
must wipe it off; they must not do it.
It would not stand the light of day. We
could not, as business men, allow such a
thing to occur, and we will not allow it
in this House.

Tae Premier: Will you ask the
gentlemen who told you that whether it
18 a fact that the combine are penalising
all those who patronise the *“ Julia Percy ?”

Mz. CONNOR: I do not care. Even
then I tell the Premier that we cannot
possibly allow ore company by tha exer-
cise of & certain degree of influence—we
know a certain degrec of influence was
brought to bear——to secure the contract.
I believe, anyhow, that influence was
brought to bear, although I do not know
it positively. I sball not tell a lie about
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it. I do not suy absolutely that it is so,
but I helieve it 1s so.

Tae PrEMIER: You are most credulous,

Mg. CONNOR: If it is so, it should
not be so. I do unot intend to attack the
Government, but [ will warn them—
warning is better than attacking—that
the country is not prepared to swallow
any more such appointments as were
made in connection with the establishment
of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. I warn
Ministers that if they bring down to this
House another Bill to justify appoint-
ments which violate the Constitution of
the country, which prostitute the Con-
stitution of the country, the House will
not stand it. Neither is the country
likely to stand it. T ask Ministers to
remember that, without attacking them.
Next, T turn to the question of electoral
reform and redistribution of seats. The
Electoral Bill 13 before us, and the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill has yet to come,
When the latter measure is before the
House, I shall be prepared to support it
in so far as it may be just and right, and
in the interests of the country. I have
said before that T shall not support a Bill
purely on a population busis. Such a
Bill is imposaible, because the State has
interests in the north country and else. -
where which reguire conservation and
watching. Those interests must have a
certain power in the country, in order that
they may be conserved. I shall support
any fair and reasonable Bill, even if I
myself should be the first to go. I
suppose hon. members would say, “1¢
18 a good job; he was a jolly nuisance.”
I am prepared to accept whatever a
majority of the House may consider right
and just. Now I come to absolutely the
last subject I have to speak on. I wish
to impress on the Premier the necessity
for conserving whait little State rights we
retain under federation. Let us preserve
those rights and maintain them by every
possible means. Let us not permit them
to be encroached on. We know there is
a tendency, since the advent of federation,
to deprive the smaller people of power
and to give it to the bigger., We have
unfortunately lost a good deal of our
power, but we still have a goodly heritage ;
amd 1 urge the Premier to do all in his
power to preserve such State rights as
remain to us. No man in this State is
more capsble of doing eo than the man
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who at present leads the country. I say
this although I slate him now and then.
It is not a good thing to let the Premier
believe that one will follow him blindly.
I urge him, in conclusion, as emphatically
as I can, to Leep, preserve, conserve, and
maintain whatever State rights Western
Australia haa—I am eorry to have to say
it—as against the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment of Australia.

On motion by Mzr. BurcuER, debut
adjourned. :

ADJOURNMENT.

Tue PREMIER: In moving that the
House do now adjourn, I express the
hope that the debate will conclude to-
morrow. If between the adjournment
and our meeting again hon. members will
look through their speeches and condense
them, we can finish the debate to-mor-
row evening. The country will not suffer
by reason of the suggested condensation
of speeches.

The House adjourned accordingly at
10-55 o'clock until the next day.
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Tueg ACTING PRESIDENT took
the Chair at 4-30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.

On motion by the Covronian Secae-
TARY, the Acting President and hon. mem-
bers proceeded to Government House to
meet members of the Legislative Assembly
in a joint sitting of both Houses, for the
purpose of electing a Senator to the

[COUNCIL.]

Bread Bill.

vacauay created by the resignation of Mr.
Norman K. Ewing.

At 515 o'clack, business resumed.

Tur Acrine PrESIDENT announced
the result of the joint sitting of the
Legislative Councit and the Legislative
Assembly. {See report of joint sitting.]

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY—PRESENTATION,
TeE AcriNg PREsIDENT announced
that he had received the following com-
raunication from His Excellency the
Governor :—
Mer. PrESIDENT aNp GENTLEMEN OF THE
LesigLaTive COuNCIL,~—

I thank you for your Address in reply to
the Speech with which T opened Parliament,
and for your expressions of leyalty to His
Most Gracious Majesty the King.

Frep. G. D. BEDFORD,
Governor.

MOTION—LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by the CorovNiar SEcrE-
TaRY, leave of absence for one month
granted to the Hon. M. L. Moss, on the
ground of urgent private business,

BREAD BILL,
SECOND READING.

Debate resumed from previous sitting.

How. A. G. JENEINS (North-East) :
My only object in addressing the House
i to say that having read the Bill I can
see very little to object to in it, with the
exception of one or twou slight amend-
ments which can be effected in Com-
mittee. I am fortified i my opinion by
gentlemen who represent the bread
industry. Some of the chief master
bakers in Perth take exception to two
clavses in the Bill. Clause 14 states

No person shall obstruct or hinder any
search authorised by this Act, or the seizure
on any search of anything authorised to be
seized, .

The master bakers think that the wor
“wilful ” should be inserted, as this
breach of the law might be committed
unknowingly, The other matter is con-
tained in Clause 16, which says that ne
person employed in the trade or calling
of a baker shall make or bake any bread
on Sunday before the hour of 7 o’clock
p.m. If that clange is carried, it will be
absolutely impossible for the master



